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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
oe  the  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich, 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1928. 
The  Report  has  been  drawn  up  on  lines  similar  to  the  previous 
year’s  Report  to  facilitate  comparisons. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  consolidation.  The  work  not  only 
of  the  Health  Department,  but  of  the  School  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment,  has  increased  greatly,  in  some  cases  to  twice  the  amount,  so 
rapidly  in  fact  have  the  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  increased 
that  it  was  found  necessary  in  July  to  appoint  a  second  assistant 
Medical  Officer.  I  think  I  might  state  that  the  foundations  laid 
are  satisfactory,  but  there  is  much  still  to  be  done  to  complete 
the  health  organisation,  and  the  opportunity  will  no  doubt  arrive 
within  the  next  few  months  when  the  new  Local  Government  Act 
becomes  operative. 

On  the  1st  April  portions  of  Perry  Barr,  including  Hamstead 
Village,  was  incorporated  into  the  Borough.  This  again  threw 
additional  burdens  on  to  your  Health  staff. 

Regarding  the  health  of  the  town  the  year  was  a  record  one 
in  every  respect.  Working  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
population  figures  (which  to  my  mind  are  extremely  doubtful 
ones),  the  birth  rate  has  risen  slightly.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
death  rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  are  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  the  Borough. 

Infectious  disease  has  been  successfully  controlled,  no  serious 
epidemics  having  occurred.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
three  cases  of  Smallpox  were  imported  into  the  Borough  by  tramps 
from  surrounding  districts.  Your  health  staff,  however,  were 
fortunate  in  finding  the  cases  early,  and  in  persuading  all  contacts 
to  be  vaccinated  ;  as  a  result,  no  further  cases  occurred  amongst 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 


I  would  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  goodwill 
shown  to  me  by  all  the  members  of  my  various  Committees  ; 
particularly  do  I  thank  Miss  Councillor  Hazel,  Chairman  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  for  her  invaluable  assistance  and  advice. 

I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers , 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  in  fact,  to  the  whole  of  my  staff, 
and  all  chief  officials  of  the  Corporation  for  their  loyalty  and 
assistance. 


I  am,  Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1929, 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  .  7,152 

Population  (Census,  1921)  ...  ...  ...  ...  74,982 

Population  (estimated  middle  June,  1928)  ...  ...  80,680 

Population  for  calculation  of  Birth  and  Death  Bate  . . .  80,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921  ...  ...  ...  15,200 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921...  ...  15,265 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1928)  ...  ...  ...  17,104 

New  Houses  built  during  1928  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Density  of  population,  persons  per  acre  1928  ...  ...  11.3 


Assessable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £317,353  15s.  Od. 

Produce  on  Id.  Rate  (consolidated)  ...  £1,122  0s.  Od. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Birth 

Rate 

Births — Legitimate  . . . 

...  1,652 

876 

776 

21 

Illegitimate 

34 

15 

19 

Deaths 

...  843 

438 

405 

Crude 

Death  Rate 
10.5 


Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  From  Sepsis  2\  ^ 

consequence  of  Childbirth  Other  Causes  2  J 

Number  of  Infant  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  Births  : 
Legitimate  72.6.  Illegitimate  176.7.  Total  74.7. 


Deaths  from  Influenza 

•  •  « 

18 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

#  •  ♦ 

’ — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

4 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

9  9  9 

25 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

1 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  9 

1 

Deaths  from  Enteric  Fever  ... 

•  •  a 

3 

Death  Rate  of  Respiratory  Diseases  (Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis) 

1.7 

Death  Rate  of  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

0.75 

(Non-Pulmonary) 

0.099 

Death  Rate  of  Cancer 

1.13 

Death  Rate  of  Zymotic  Diseases 

0.423 

Notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever 

48 

Notifications  of  Diphtheria  ... 

52 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  86) 

127 

(Non-Pulm.  41) 

Notifications  of  Enteric  Fever 

3 

Notifications  of  Pneumonia  ... 

115 

Number  of  Inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 

31,0 A-  i 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors 

18,883 

Number  of  babies  in  attendance  at  Infant 

Welfare 

Centres 

»  »  • 

9  9  9 

20,503 
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POPULATION. 

The  Population  at  the  end  of  June,  1928,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar- General ,  was  80,680,  a  decrease  of  460  persons  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  population  of  1927. 

From  the  information  at  my  disposal,  viz.,  the  natural  increase 
as  indicated  by  the  difference  between  the  births  and  deaths  ; 
the  index  register  of  National  Health  Insurance  Committee  ;  the 
figures  of  the  Parliamentary  Election  ;  the  school  population  ; 
and  lastly,  the  findings  of  our  House-to -House  Inspections  :  all 
these  go  to  show  that  the  population  has  definitely  increased,  in 
addition  to  which  there  is  the  population  of  the  newly  acquired 
area  of  Perry  Barr.  Accordingly,  I  took  up  the  matter  with  the 
Registrar-General,  and  I  received  the  following  reply  : — 

The  process  of  estimating  local  populations  is,  as  you  mav  be 
aware,  primarily  that  of  distributing  the  total  population  of  England 
and  Wales  amongst  the  1,800  odd  Boroughs,  Urban  Districts  and 
Rural  Districts,  which  together  make  up  the  whole  countrv.  The 
estimate  for  an  individual  area  is  not  the  product  of  an  isolated 
enquiry  limited  in  its  scope  to  purely  local  indications  ;  it  is 
definitely  related  to  the  estimates  of  all  the  other  constituent 
areas  of  the  country  and  must  take  into  account  population  move¬ 
ments  which  are  complementarv  and  reciprocal  as  between  the 
area  in  question  and  a  large  number  of  contiguous  or  adjacent 
areas. 

Your  observations  with  regard  to  the  official  estimate  appear 
to  be  mainly  founded  upon  the  assumption  that  the  estimate  is 
strictly  based  upon  the  estimate  for  the  preceding  year  and  takes 
account  of  subsequent  changes  onlv.  This  is  not,  however,  the 
official  practice.  If  this  course  had  been  adopted  anv  imper¬ 
fection  in  any  annual  estimate  would  be  confirmed  and  the 
consequent  error  would  be  cumulative  over  a  succession  of  years. 
The  practice  of  the  Department  on  the  contrarv,  however,  has  been 
not  to  exclude  any  evidence  of  popidation  movement  even  though 
received  later  than  the  publication  of  the  estimate  for  the  period 
in  which  it  occurred.  Thus  each  annual  process  of  estimation 
involves,  in  a  sense,  a  fresh  review  of  the  whole  period  which  has 
elapsed  since  the  previous  census,  advantage  being  taken  of  any 
new  material  which  has  come  to  light  to  promote  the  progressive 
correction  of  the  figures.  In  the  present  instance,  in  view  of  the 
special  purposes  which  the  estimates  are  required  to  serve,  special 
efforts  have  been  made  to  review  the  whole  period  for  the  purpose 
of  eliminating  any  imperfections  in  previous  estimates. 

In  these  circumstances  it  is  obviously  impossible,  within  the 
limits  of  correspondence,  at  any  rate,  to  enumerate  exhaustively 
the  population  movements  which  have  contributed  to  the  estimated 
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results  over  the  whole  of  the  period  since  the  last  census,  particu¬ 
larly  since  it  is  not  feasible  to  deal  with  the  conditions  of  any  single 
area  apart  from  the  complementary  movements  between  that 
area,  and  a  number  of  adjacent  areas. 

In  spite  of  this  explanation,  I  still  feel  very  dubious  as  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  estimated  figure. 


Births  Registered  ... 

Birth  Rate 


BIRTHS. 

..  1686 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . . . 


1,652 

34 

21 


Of  the  total  births  911  were  boys  and  839  girls. 


The  following  list  gives  the  ward  distribution  : — 


Ward 
Sandwell 
Lyndon 
Tantany 
Hill  Top 
Spon  Lane 
Lvng 

Town  Hall 
Greets  Green 
Hamstead 


No.  of  Births 
82 
218 

264 

265 
198 
206 
179 
256 

18 


The  following  table  compares  the  birth  rate  of  West  Bromwich 
with  the  rest  of  the  country  for  the  past  few  years  :■ — 


Birth  Rate — 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

WEST  BROMWICH 

...  24.17 

23.65 

22.98 

22.6 

20.2 

21.0 

107  Large  towns,  including 
London 

...  20.4 

19.4 

18.8 

18.2 

17.1 

16.9 

London 

...  20.2 

18.7 

18 

17.1 

16.1 

15.9 

England  and  Wales 

...  19.7 

18.8 

18.3 

17.8 

16.7 

16.7 

DEATHS. 

843  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  were  registered  during  1928, 
giving  a  death-rate  of  10. 5. 


The  following  table  compares  the  death  rate  during  recent  years  in  West 
Bromwich  and  other  areas  : — 


Death  Rate 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

WEST  BROMWICH 

12.5 

12.2 

11.9 

10.9 

12.4 

10.5 

107  large  towns,  including 
London 

11.6 

12.3 

12.2 

11.6 

12.2 

11.6 

London 

11.2 

12.1 

11.7 

11.6 

11.9 

11.6 

England  and  Wales  .... 

11.6 

12.2 

12.2 

11.6 

12.3 

11.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Total  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Mortality  rate  per  1.000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  74.7 

Number  of  deaths  of  legitimate  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Legitimate  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  72.6 

Number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Illegitimate  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176.7 
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The  following  table  compares  the  infant  mortality  rates  in  West  Bromwich 
with  those  of  other  areas  for  recent  years 


Infant  Mortality— 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928' 

WEST  BROMWICH 

87.8 

88.6 

98.8 

79.2 

107.1 

74.7 

107  large  towns,  including 
London 

72 

80 

79 

73 

71 

70 

London 

60 

69 

67 

64 

59 

67 

England  and  Wales 

6.9 

75 

75 

70 

69 

65 

Further  details  will  be  found  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section 
of  the  report  and  in  Appendix  Tables  1  and  2. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Table  IV  of  the  Appendix  gives  the  principal  causes  of  death 
during  the  year,  the  chief  of  which  are  as  follows  : — - 

Respiratory  Diseases  (Bronchitis)  61 

(Pneumonia)  ...  78 


Heart  Diseases 

*»  •  «. 

1  *.( 

139 

114 

Cancer 

»  i  «. 

•  *.  •- 

•  •-  • 

91 

Influenza 

*  •  » 

»  •  ♦ 

a  ».« 

18 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

•  •  •_ 

a,  •  * 

69 

Congenital  diseases. 

9  •  9 

a.  •  « 

65 

Respiratory  diseases  caused  by  far  the  greatest  number  of 
deaths,  but  last  year  being  an  unusually  healthy  one  there  was  a 
decrease  of  117  deaths  from  these  causes  as  compared  with  the 
year  1927.  As  Table  IV  indicates,  the  highest  mortality  from 
these  diseases  is  registered  at  the  two  extremes  of  life.  Although 
the  incidence  of  Respiratory  Diseases  is  due  to  many  factors  much 
can  be  done  towards  their  prevention  by  purifying  the  atmosphere 
of  smoke  pollution,  which  undoubtedly  causes  irritation  of  the 
respiratory  tract,  and  by  better  housing  conditions. 

Heart  Disease  has  again  caused  a  large  number  of  deaths; 
(114),  which  is  an  increase  of  10  on  the  previous  year.  A  great 
many  of  these  heart  troubles  are  due  to  Rheumatism,  and  to  reduce; 
the  high  mortality,  early  cases  of  Rheumatism  must  he  adequately 
treated  in  order  to  prevent  heart  involvement.  We  are  attempting 
to  find,  and  deal  with,  early  cases  of  Rheumatism  amongst  school 
children,  a  large  number  of  whom  we  have  already  found  to  be 
suffering  from  this  disease,  but  many  unfortunately  have  already 
developed  heart  trouble. 

It  is  a  sad  thing  that  there  is  no  adequate  means  of  treating 
these  children,  many  of  whom  should  be  in  special  hospital  schools 
where  they  could  receive  the  necessary  medical  attention,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  educated  on  the  best  lines  most  suited  to  their 
condition.  Education  authorities  as  a  whole  are  slow  to  realise 
the  importance  of  the  necessity  of  this  early  and  preventive  treat¬ 
ment,  chiefly  owing  to  financial  difficulties. 
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Cancer  again  shows  a  considerable  increase.  On  several 
occasions  during  the  year  I  have  given  talks  to  small  gatherings 
on  the  importance  of  early  treatment.  There  still  exists  a  morbid 
fear  of  this  disease,  and  a  dread  of  operation,  and  early  treatment. 
Many  people  “  nurse  ”  lumps  or  tumours,  fearing  to  go  and  consult 
a  doctor  lest  he  should  say  it  is  cancer  or  that  it  should  be  removed 
in  case  it  might  turn  out  to  be  cancerous.  In  its  early  stages 
cancer  is  a  painless  disease,  but  it  can  be  cured  at  this  stage  either 
by  operation  or  possibly  radium  treatment.  Although  at  the 
present  time  the  cause  of  cancer  is  not  definitely  known  we  do 
know  that  growths  of  a  cancerous  nature  follow  chronic  irritation 
from  whatever  cause  the  irritation  may  be  due,  such  as  broken 
teeth  irritating  the  tongue  or  cheek  ;  irritation  or  chronic  “  piles  ” 
left  untreated  ;  smoking  of  clay  pipes,  etc.  People  cannot  be  too 
strongly  urged  to  attend  to  any  condition  causing  chronic  irritation, 
and  to  seek  medical  advice  about  any  chronic  sore  which  refuses 
to  heal  ;  any  lump  or  tumour,  particularly  of  the  breast  in  women  ; 
any  abnormal  discharge  blood-stained  or  otherwise  from  any 
passage  in  the  human  body,  and  chronic  constipation,  particularly 
after  middle  life.  If  this  advice  be  followed  there  need  not  be  the 
great  fear  of  cancer  which  prevails  at  the  present  time.  Cancer 
is  curable,  but  it  is  only  curable  in  the  early  stages  when  it  is 
localised,  that  is,  before  it  has  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Infant  deaths  show  a  considerable  decrease,  from  176  in  1927 
to  126.  This  gives  us  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  74.7,  which  is 
the  lowest  that  has  ever  been  recorded  in  West  Bromwich.  The 
causes  of  this  decrease  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  weather  con¬ 
ditions  prevailing  during  the  year,  when  it  will  be  remembered  we 
experienced  a  good  share  of  sunshine  interspersed  with  ample 
rainfall,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  epidemics  of  measles 
and  whooping  cough,  diseases  which  are  particularly  fatal  to  infant 
life. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Public  Health  Administration* 

Staff. 

The  whole  time  staff  includes  : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  School  Medical 
Officer,  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  Medical  Superintendent 
of  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Deputy  M.O.H.  and  Clinical  T.B.  Officer  and  Asst.  School 
Medical  Officer. 

One  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  and  School  Medical  Officer-. 
One  Dental  Surgeon. 

One  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Three  District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

One  Probationary  Inspector; 

One  Chief  Tuberculosis  Sister: 

One  Senior  Health  Visitor,  School  Nurse,  and  Inspector  of 
Midwives. 

Eight  District  Nurses  who  do  duty  as  Health  Visitors,  School 
Nurses,  and  Tuberculosis  Nurses. 

Three  Female  Clerks— Health  Department. 

Two  Male  Clerks  in  Sanitary  Inspector's  General  Office. 

One  Female  Clerk,  Tuberculosis  Department. 

Two  Clerks — One  Male,  One  Female — School  Medical  Dept. 

Isolation  Hospital  Staff  : — - 
One  Matron. 

One  Sister. 

Eight  Nurses. 

The  Part-time  staff  includes  : — - 

One  Ophthalmic  Specialist. 

One  Masseuse  and  Remedial  Exercises  Mistress-. 


Hospital  and  Nursing  Provision. 

West  Bromwich  and  District  General  Hospital. 
Accommodation — 108  Beds  ;  22  Cots. 

This  hospital  provides  for  both  Medical  and  Surgical  In¬ 
patients,  and  is  under  the  control  of  a  Voluntary  Committee. 


Hallam  Hospital — Under  control  of  West  Bromwich  Guardians. 


-Surgical  beds 

...  120 

Medical 

...  210 

Cots  ...  ...  ... 

20 

Maternity  Beds 

26 

Maternity  Cots 

26 

402; 
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Extensive  alterations  have  been  made  at  this  Hospital  ;  an 
X-ray  Department,  with  apparatus  for  the  administration  of 
artificial  light  has  been  opened  ;  Balcony  and  Hoof  Wards  have 
been  added  ;  a  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  and  bio-chemical 
work  has  been  opened,  and  in  March  the  new  administrative  Block 
and  Nurses  Home  was  completed. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  total  number  of  admissions 
were  3,688.  This  includes  Medical,  Surgical  and  Maternity  Cases. 

Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Lane. 

Under  the  control  of  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation.  (For 
further  particulars,  see  Report  on  Isolation  Hospital.) 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Friar  Park. 

Under  the  control  of  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation,  (See 
report  on  Smallpox  Hospital.) 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  Sanatoria  are  available  for  the  area  : — - 

Knightwick  Sanatorium,  Worcester — 8  beds  subsidised  (agreement 
ceased  on  1st  August,  1928). 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium — Halesowen — 4  beds  until  August  1st 
(above),  afterwards  12  beds. 

Hollv  Lane  Sanatorium,  Holly  Lane,  Smethwick — 5  beds. 

Red  House,  Great  Barr — purchased  by  West  Bromwich  Corpora¬ 
tion  in  1920 — has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Estates  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  will  be  re-opened  as  a  Museum  and  Public  Park. 

As  an  alternative  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Tuberculosis 
beds  the  Authoritv  have  decided ,  pending  the  approval  of  the  Minis¬ 
try.  to  build  a  T.B.  Pavilion  containing  22  beds  in  the  grounds  of 
the  present  Isolation  Hospital  situated  in  Heath  Lane. 

Maternity  Homes. 

There  is  no  District  or  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  the  only 
accommodation  being  at  Hallam  Hospital,  where  there  is  a  special 
Maternity  Block  containing  26  beds.  This  service  extends  to 
West  Bromwich,  Handsworth,  Wednesbury,  Perry  Barr  and 
Oldbury. 

Children’s  Hospital. 

There  is  no  special  children’s  hospital  in  the  Borough,  but  there 
is  ample  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  children  both  at  the 
West  Bromwich  and  District  General  Hospital,  and  at  the  Hallam 
Hospital. 
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Special  Hospitals  in  Birmingham,  are  also  available,  and  are 
used  by  people  of  West  Bromwich,  but  are  not  subsidised  by  the 
Council,  with  the  exception  of  certain  Orthopaedic  cases  :  these 
are  sent  to  the  Royal  Cripples  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  are  paid 
for  to  a  limited  extent  by  the  West  Bromwich  Council. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti¬ 
mate  Children  and  Homeless  Children. 

This  provision  is  made  by  the  West  Bromwich  Guardians  at 
the  Hallam  Hospital  and  at  a  new  home  at  Great  Barr.  For 
children  of  school  age  accommodation  is  provided  at  Wigmore 
Schools,  situated  in  West  Bromwich,  and  under  the  joint  control 
of  the  West  Bromwich  and  Walsall  Board  of  Guardians. 

West  Bromwich  Girls’  Welfare  Society. 

This  is  an  excellent  body  of  Voluntary  Workers  who  provide 
shelter,  help  and  encouragement  to  young  girls  requiring  their 
assistance. 

Miss  J.  M.  Cole,  M.A.,  who  acts  as  Secretary  for  the  Society 
reports  that  during  the  year  20  new  cases  were  notified,  and  that 
she  had  been  in  touch  with  28  other  girls.  Four  were  placed  in 
shelters  for  a  short  period,  two  went  to  larger  homes  for  a  definite 
period  of  training  in  character  and  work.  In  other  cases  the  girls 
were  helped  at  home  by  the  provision  of  new  friends,  fresh  interests 
or  legal  advice. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : — 

(a)  Infectious  Cases,  2  Motor  Ambulances  provided  by  Council. 

(b)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident. 

(1)  Two  Motor  Ambulances  provided  by  Council. 

(2)  Two  Motor  Ambulances  provided  by  Guardians.. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

West  Bromwich  District  Nursing  Association  :  Voluntary 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

(1)  For  children  under  five  years  of  age  the  authority  pay 
the  sum  of  £30  per  annum  to  the  District  Nursing  Association  for 
the  home  nursing  of  infants  referred  to  them  from  the  Welfare 
Centres  and  by  M.O.H. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  :  The  sum  of  £20  per  annum  is  paid  to  the 
District  Nursing  Association  for  necessitous  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
requiring  home  nursing. 

Midwives. 

The  number  of  midwives  notifying  their  intention  to  practice 
in  the  area  was  44.  Of  these  38  hold  the  certificate  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  and  six  are  bona  fide.  There  were  no  subsidised 
mid  wives. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
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Registration  of  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

Under  the  new  Nursing  Homes  Registrations  Act,  1927,  one 
application  for  a  combined  nursing  and  maternity  home  was  received, 
and  after  investigation  and  thorough  inspection,  was  registered 
accordingly.  No  orders  were  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registra¬ 
tion. 


The  Maternity  Home  registered  in  1927  under  the  Midwives 
and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926,  is  still  in  existence. 


Chemical  Work. 

All  chemical  analyses  are  made  by  the  Borough  Analyst,  whose 
report  is  appended  (see  page  93). 


Legislation  in  Force. 

1854.  West  Bromwich  Improvement  Act. 

1855.  West  Bromwich  Improvement  Amendment  Act. 

1865.  West  Bromwich  Improvement  Amendment  Act. 

1900.  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act. 

1903.  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act. 

1913.  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act. 

1923.  West  Bromwich  (Offensive  Trades)  Confirmation  Order. 

1924.  West  Bromwich  (Offensive  Trades)  Confirmation  Order. 

1927.  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act. 


Adoptive  Acts. 


Date  Adopted. 
9  Nov.,  1899 

4  Mar.,  1891 
6  May,  1891 

1  Jan.,  1909 
6  Jan.,  1909 

5  Mar.,  1913 


7  May,  1913 
27  July,  1926 

2  Jan.,  1929 


Act.  In  Force. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  9  Jan.,  1890 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  1  May  1891 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1890,  parts  2,  3,  5  1  July,  1891 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  4  Feb.,  1909 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1907,  Sec.  95.  26  Feb.,  1909 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1907,  Sec.  20,  21,  22,  28,  31, 

33,  34,  35,  49,  51,  52,  54—58, 

62—64,  66  30  Oct.,  1913 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1907,  Sec.  78 — 81,  85  and  86  14  June,  1913 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Secs.  14 
—19,  23—26,  28,  30,  31,  35,  36, 

39,  41—47,  50  and  53  6  Sept.,  1926 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Sec.  33  4  Feb.,  1929 
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11  June,  1885 
23  Oct.,  1899 
23  June,  1899 
18  Sept.,  1901 
20  Dec.,  1904 
14  Oct.,  1905 
14  Oct.,  1905 


7  Oct.,  1913 

10  Feb.,  1914 

11  Mar.,  1914 
29  Jan.,  1915 


10  April,  1920 

4  Sept.,  1920 
15  Dec.,  1921 
3  June,  1924 

15  Dec.,  1921 

23  April,  1924 

7  Aug.,  1924 
2  July,  1926 

20  Oct.,  1926 
20  June,  1927 
20  July,  1927 

8  Feb.,  1928 


Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

Mortuary. 

Slaughter  Jiouses. 

Public  Baths. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Good  Rule  and  Government  of  the  Borough, 
Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  and  Alterations  of 
Buildings. 

Good  Rule  and  Government  of  the  Borough. 
Management  of  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  arising  from  Snow. 
Prevention  of  Nuisances  arising  from  filth,  dust, 
ashes  and  rubbish,  and  the  keeping  of  animals. 

Provision  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  in  certain 
factories  and  workshops. 

Employment  of  Children. 

Humane  Slaughtering  of  Animals. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  or  occupied  by  members 
of  more  than  one  family. 

Humane  Slaughtering  of  Animals  (Temporarily 
Suspended). 

Tents,  Caravans  and  Sheds. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Management,  Use  and  Regulation  of  the  Public 
Baths. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings, 

Mortuary. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances, 


Rules  and  Regulations. 

2  July,  1901  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

6  July,  1921  Sheep  Dipping  (Sheep  Scab  Order,  1920). 


BOROUGH  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Situation  ...  Heath  Lane,  West  Bromwich. 

Staff  ...  Medical  Superintendent,  Dr.  W.  Stott,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Matron  :  Miss  A.  Davis, 

Nursing  Staff  :  1  Sister  ;  8  Nurses. 

Porter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ambulance  Driver  ...  ...  1 

Disinfector  . . . .  1 
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Total  Accommodation  :  50  beds  and  cots. 


Cases  in  Hospital  on  December  31st, 

1927  ... 

26 

Admissions  to  Hospital,  1928  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

294 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

68 

Diptheria 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

141 

Other  cases 

*  •  •  •  •  • 

85 

Cases  discharged  during  1928  ... 

•  *  •  *  •  • 

280 

Cases  died  in  Hospital,  1928 

•  •  •  1  •  • 

11 

Diphtheria 

t  t  t  •  »  « 

10 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  •  t  t  • 

1 

Cases  remaining  in  Hospital  on  Dec. 

31,  1928. 

29 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  in  Hospital  169  belonged  to  West 
Bromwich  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Other  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 


The  remainder  were  admitted  from  surrounding  Boroughs. 

Scarlet  Fever  Antitoxin  is  still  being  used  in  the  Scarlet  Fever 
Ward  with  very  satisfactory  results. 


Twenty-two  operations  were  performed  as  follows 

Tracheotomy  ...  10  cases  1  death 

Laporotomy  ...  1  ,,  1  ,, 

Tonsilectomy  ...  1  ,, 


Total 


22  cases 


2  deaths 


SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 


Situation  ...  Friar  Park,  West  Bromwich. 

Consists  of  :  (1)  a  brick-built  administrative  block,  with 

accommodation  for  four  to  five  nurses,  caretaker  and  wife  ;  (2) 
Wood  and  corrugated  iron  ward  block,  composed  of  a  central 
nurses  duty  room  and  kitchen,  with  a  four  and  six -bedded  ward 
on  either  side.  There  is  also  bathing  and  lavatory  accommodation 
for  either  sex  ;  (3)  A  disinfecting  station,  laundry  and  ambulance 
shed. 


Area  of  Grounds 
Water  Supply  . . . 
Drainage  System 
Lighting 


Two  and  a  half  acres. 
Town. 

Water  Carriage. 

Oil  Lamps. 
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Having  reported  upon  the  necessity  of  electric  lighting  in  this 
Hospital,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Committee  have 
decided  to  have  electric  lighting  installed. 

The  Hospital  is  always  kept  in  a  state  of  readiness,  and  is 
periodically  inspected  by  your  Matron  and  Medical  Officer,  There 
is  a  resident  caretaker  and  his  wife.  When  Smallpox  occurs  the 
Hospital  is  staffed  by  nurses  from  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  January,  1928,  Smallpox  broke  out  in  the  Borough,  and 
four  cases  and  two  contacts  were  removed  to  Hospital : — 

West  Bromwich  ...  3  cases  2  contacts. 

Other  Towns  ...  *  1  case. 

*  Other  Towns  (1  case)  was  that  of  a  tramp  in  casual  ward  in 
Hallam  House, 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  AREA. 


Water. — Practically  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by 
the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  with  a  constant 
supply.  No  changes  or  additions  to  the  supply  were  made  during 
the  year.  In  a  few  outlying  districts  there  are  still  some  surface 
wells  in  use — 22  in  all.  The  only  one  which  requires  comment  is 
a  shallow  well  in  Forge  Lane,  which  lies  in  close  proximity  to 
tributaries  of  the  River  Tame,  which  at  times  overflows  and  polutes 
the  well.  This  supplies  three  farms,  which,  in  my  opinion,  makes 
it  all  the  more  serious,  and  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  deal  with  it 
immediately. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

As  mentioned  in  the  report  last  year  the  serious  pollution  of 
the  River  Tame  is  still  occurring  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory 
effluent  from  the  Sewerage  Farm. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  important  extensions  or  alterations  to  the 
system  of  dealing  with  the  sewerage  of  the  Borough. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

With  the  exception  of  Perry  Barr  and  a  few  outlying  districts 
impracticable  to  sewer  the  whole  Borough  is  on  the  water  carriage 
system. 

The  Sanitary  arrangements  of  Perry  Barr,  particularly  those 
of  Hamstead  Village,  are  anything  but  desirable.  When  inspected 
the  most  appalling  conditions  were  found — privy  middens  which 
leaked,  the  ground  surrounding  them  polluted  with  years  of  soakage 
of  highly  offensive  liquid  ;  open  drains,  many  of  which  were 
simply  self-made  channels  in  the  earth,  formed  as  a  result  of  the 
continual  flow  of  slop  water  over  a  long  period  of  time.  It  is 
astonishing  how  well  and  free  from  disease  the  inhabitants  keep, 
the  saving  grace  being  the  large  open  spaces  round  the  houses, 
allowing  the  free  passage  of  fresh  air  and  the  entry  of  plenty  of 
sunshine  ;  but  for  this  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  village  would 
be  a  hot  bed  of  disease.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  health  of 
the  villages  is  apparently  good,  the  proper  drainage  and  the  abolition 
of  the  privy-middens  and  cesspools  is  a  very  urgent  matter,  and 
should  be  dealt  with  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

There  are  approximately  450  privy-middens  and  15,150 
cistern  flushed  W.C.’s  in  the  Borough. 

The  large  increase  in  the  privies  is  due  as  already  indicated 
to  the  inclusion  of  Perry  Barr  into  the  Borough. 
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Scavenging. 

Scavenging  throughout  the  Borough  is  carried  out  under  the 
control  and  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  For  full 
particulars,  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  matters  with  which  Sanitary 
Authorities  are  faced.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  next  great 
advance  in  Hygiene  and  Preventive  Medicine  will  be  made  in 
obtaining  a  pure  atmosphere,  by  ridding  it  of  the  smoke  pollution 
produced  by  the  combustion  of  soft  coal. 

The  public  are  only  just  beginning  to  understand  something 
of  the  evil  effects  produced  on  health  by  a  polluted  atmosphere, 
but  when  they  do  realise  to  the  full  the  importance  of  this  matter, 
then  I  think  we  shall  see  further  and  more  stringent  measures  being 
taken  by  Parliament  to  deal  with  it. 

Seven  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year,  and 
where  necessary  cautions  were  given.  No  legal  proceedings  were 
taken. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-Laws 

and  Regulations. 

There  are  Bye-Laws  which  have  been  adopted  to  deal  with 

Slaughterhouses . 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Tents,  Caravans,  Sheds. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  no  necessity  in  West  Bromwich  for  Regulations  in 
respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms. 

The  number  of  premises  and  occupations  referred  to  above  is  : — 

Slaughterhouses. — 14  Registered  ;  13  licensed. 

Offensive  Trades. — Under  Section  112,  Public  Health  Act, 


1875  : — 

Bone  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tallow  Melter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blood  Boiler...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Fellmonger  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Soap  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tripe  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ....  0 
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Since  May,  1924,  the  following  are  scheduled  as  offensive 
trades  in  West  Bromwich  under  Section  51,  Public  Health  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1907  : — 


Blood  Dryer  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Leather  Dresser  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fat  Mel  ter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fat  Extractor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tanner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Glue  Maker  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Size  Maker  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Pag  and  Bone  Dealer  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

Number  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  .  17 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — 

{a)  Dairies  and  Milkshops — 

No.  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  205 

No.  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  7 

No.  Registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  51 

(b)  Cowsheds — 

No.  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

No.  discontinued  during  the  year...  ...  3 

No.  of  registered  keepers  ...  ...  ...  24 


Schools. 

For  sanitary  conditions  of  schools,  etc.,  see  School  Medical 
Report. 

Health  Education. 

In  October,  a  Health  and  Baby  Week  was  held  on  a  small 
scale,  the  chief  item  being  the  Health  Exhibition  in  the  Town  Hall. 
Exhibitions  were  shown  and  demonstrated  by  : — 

The  Central  Council  for  Infant  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

The  Health  and  Cleanliness  Council. 

The  National  Milk  Publicity  Council. 

The  British  Social  Hygiene  Council. 

The  Exhibition  was  well  attended,  particularly  in  the  late 
afternoons  and  evenings.  During  the  mornings  groups  of  school 
children  were  brought  to  the  exhibition,  and  demonstrations  and 
talks  were  given  by  your  medical  officers  and  health  staff. 
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Health  Weeks  in  themselves,  I  do  not  consider  are  of  much 
value  in  public  education  unless  they  are  followed  up  continuously 
during  the  year  by  other  information  in  the  form  of  leaflets,  news¬ 
paper  articles  and  talks.  This  your  health  staff  have  attempted 
to  carry  out.  Talks  have  been  given  at  various  times  during  the 
year  at  schools  and  to  various  societies  on  such  subjects  as  Cancer, 
the  Common  Infectious  Diseases,  Housing,  Milk,  Foods,  and  the 
like. 


In  addition  leaflets  have  been  prepared  on  all  the  chief  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  and  are  distributed  by  means  of  schools,  and  the 
various  Centres  and  clinics  when  the  town  is  threatened  with  an 
epidemic. 

Booklets  on  Infant  Care  and  Management,  and  on  Ante-Natal 
Care  are  distributed  by  means  of  your  health  visitors  and  at  Infant 
Welfare  centres. 

Lastly,  the  journal,  Better  Health,  is  issued  monthly  by  the 
Health  Department,  2,000  copies  being  distributed  free  of  charge 
through  various  agencies. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

A  new  premises  carrying  out  this  business  was  commenced  in 
1928.  This  is  the  only  Rag  Flock  premises  in  West  Bromwich. 
The  works  are  thoroughly  up-to-date,  and  all  conditions  of  the 
Acts  were  complied  with. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  inspection  of  the  area  is  performed  by  three  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  one  Probationary  Inspector.  For  full 
details  of  inspections  made  and  of  the  supervision  of  food  supplies, 
see  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  which  follows  after  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 
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HOUSING* 

The  housing  conditions  of  the  Borough  are  as  acute  as  ever, 
in  spite  of  the  large  number  of  houses  which  have  been  erected 
during  the  past  few  years  ;  particularly  is  this  statement  true  of 
the  slum  areas,  not  only  in  this  town  but  in  practically  every  large 
industrial  town  in  the  country. 

You  have  had  placed  before  you  from  time  to  time  reports 
on  the  findings  of  the  house  to  house  inspections  made  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  I  refer  in  particular  to  the  one  written 
by  Mr.  Spears,  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  November  last. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  quote  at  any  great  length  from  the  report, 
as  according  to  past  custom,  I  have  included  elsewhere  in  this 
report  Mr.  Spear's  full  annual  report  from  which  you  will  obtain 
further  details.  I  must,  however,  refer  to  the  following  few  facts  : 
out  of  the  total  houses  inspected  1,146  had  been  previously  inspected 
five  to  seven  years  ago,  and  on  comparison  it  was  found  that  during 
this  period  of  years  there  had  been  a  reduction  of  113  persons  living 
in  them.  Cases  of  two  or  more  family  occupation  had  fallen  from 
184  to  174,  and  cases  of  overcrowding  had  been  reduced  from  124 
to  117,  nothing  very  satisfactory  about  this,  but  rather  startling 
to  those  who  believe  that  the  housing  problems  are  solved. 

Turning  now  to  some  definite  localities,  the  South  Side  of 
Greet’s  Green  Road  ;  here  35  houses  came  under  review,  and  it 
was  found  that  there  were  7.7  persons  per  house  ;  37  per  cent, 
contained  two  or  more  families  and  49  per  cent,  were  overcrowded. 

Lyng  Ward — houses  in  Exchange  Street  revealed  that  there 
were  9.3  persons  per  house  ;  69  per  cent,  contained  two  or  more 
families,  and  34  per  cent,  were  overcrowded.  One  could  amplify 
these  appalling  conditions,  but  the  few  I  mention  above  serve  my 
purpose. 

During  the  year  under  review  153  cases  of  serious  overcrowding 
were  brought  to  our  notice  but  only  five  abatement  notices  have 
been  served  ;  furthermore,  there  are  approximately  130  houses 
condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  which  are  still  occupied. 

As  Mr.  Spears  stated,  “  it  is  clear  that  a  considerable  section 
of  the  West  Bromwich  community  must  be  living  under  circum¬ 
stances  conducive  to  chronic  discomfort,  prejudicial  to  good  health 
and  incompatible  with  common  decency.” 

Our  records  show  that  the  most  marked  improvement  in  matters 
of  overcrowding  has  occurred  in  the  better  class  of  artisan  dwelling, 
but  in  the  poorer  type  of  houses  there  has  been  little  or  no  change. 
The  cause  of  this  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  present  Housing  Policy 
and  administration  of  the  Housing  Act.  The  Housing  Committee 
of  this  town,  and  in  fact  of  every  other  town,  must,  and  do  consider, 
the  financial  position  and  general  suitability  of  applicants  for  their 
houses,  and  thus  it  is  that  the -poor  and  also  the  undesirable  are 
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entirely  missed.  The  slums  therefore  persist,  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  unless  an  alternative  or  supplemental  method  can  be 
devised  to  the  present  policy.  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
the  solution  of  the  slums  will  not  be  found  in  the  housing  schemes 
on  the  Garden  City  lines. 

Surveying  the  population  of  the  slum  areas  one  finds  two 
distinct  types  of  people  (1)  the  poor  but  cleanly  ;  and  (2)  the  poor 
but  dirty,  careless  and  irresponsible.  The  former  can  be  termed 
the  “  Poor  desirable  tenant,”  who  will  take  care  of  a  house  and 
be  proud  of  it,  but  quite  unable  to  pay  present  high  rentals.  The 
latter  may  be  termed  the  “  Undesirable  Slum -minded  tenants,” 
who,  in  a  very  short  period  of  time,  would  turn  a  palace  into  a 
pig  sty. 

These  two  types  must  each  be  dealt  with  differently,  and 
both  must  be  dealt  with  in  a  very  different  manner  from  those  people 
already  being  dealt  with  by  the  Housing  Committee,  that  is,  if  the 
housing  estates  are  to  be  prevented  from  developing  into  slums  in 
the  near  future. 

This  shortly  to  my  mind  is  the  slum  problem — it  is  not  so 
much  the  houses  which  are  the  difficulty  but  the  people  who  live 
in  them.  Can  a  solution  be  found  ?  I  think  it  can,  but  only 
by  Health  or  Sanitary  Committees. 

I  base  this  statement  simply  on  the  fact  that  the  slums  and 
the  people  in  them  are  best  known  to  the  officials  serving  on  Health 
Committees  by  virtue  of  their  statutory  duties  under  the  Housing 
Act.  I  agree  entirely  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Leicester,  that  while  the  housing  schemes  on 
Garden  City  lines,  catering  for  the  more  acceptable  tenant,  continue 
under  the  control  of  the  Housing  Committees,  permission  might 
be  given  to  Health  Committees  to  supplement  these  by  providing 
a  cheaper  type  of  house  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  slum  dwellers. 
If  this  were  done  the  slums  could  be  tackled  quickly,  and  the  road 
would  be  opened  to  several  possible  schemes.  To  suggest  a  few 
possibilities  ;  the  first  of  my  group  of  slum  dwellers — the  poor  but 
clean — might  be  housed  in  a  simple  type  of  house  erected  in  rows 
on  vacant  plots  of  land  and  situated  near  their  work  ;  in  order  to 
reduce  the  rental,  special  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the 
rating  authority  for  reduced  rates  or  family  allowances  of  one  shilling 
per  week  per  child  up  to  a  maximum  to  be  agreed  upon,  according 
to  a  scheme  put  forward  by  E.  D.  Simon,  Esqre  (ex-Lord  Mayor 
of  Manchester  and  formerly  Chairman  of  the  Manchester  Housing 
Committee),  in  a  paper  which  he  read  at  the  Public  Health  Congress 
in  November,  1928,  copies  of  which  I  circulated  to  members  of  the 
Housing  Committee  in  December  last. 

The  second  type  of  slum  dweller — the  incorrigible  dirty  people 
— should  be  housed  in  Municipal  Lodging  houses,  placed  under 
the  management  of  resident  caretakers,  as  is  done  at  Liverpool 
apparently  with  great  success. 


27 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


A. — Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  first  essential  in  the  administrative  control  of  Infectious 
Diseases  is  the  accurate  information  as  to  the  occurrence  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  first  cases.  For  this  information  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  dependent  on  the  prompt  notification  by  Medical 
Practitioners  before  he  can  take  measures  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  an  epidemic.  It  will  be  readily  understood  how  serious  and  far- 
reaching  the  consequences  might  be,  should  a  medical  practitioner 
fail  to  carry  out  his  obligations  in  such  matters.  Upon  receipt 
of  the  notification  of  an  infectious  disease  a  definite  routine  is 
followed  by  the  staff  of  your  Health  Department ;  the  case  is 
immediately  recorded  and  a  Health  Visitor  visits  the  house  in 
question  to  make  full  enquiries,  and  to  report  on  Sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  ;  steps  are  taken  to  secure  isolation  of  patient,  quarantine 
of  contacts  and  disinfection  of  the  infected  premises,  bedding,  etc. 

In  cases  of  Diphtheria,  in  addition  to’  the  above  procedure, 
throat  and  nose  swrabs  are  taken  from  every  contact.  It  is  by 
this  systematic  swabbing  that  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
is  kept  at  a  minimum.  When  positive  contacts  or  carriers  are 
discovered  the  necessary  steps  are  taken  before  widespread  damage 
is  done. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  there  is 
no  unnecessary  loss  of  time  between  the  two  departments  in  taking 
action  when  infectious  diseases  occur  in  school  children.  The 
School  Department  or  Departments  affected  are  visited,  and 
children  with  suspicious  symptoms  are  dealt  with  according  to  the 
code,  and  excluded  until  your  Medical  Officer  is  satisfied  that 
there  is  no  risk  in  allowing  them  to  return  to  school.  The  Head 
Teachers  of  all  departments  have  been  supplied  with  information 
concerning  the  early  signs  and  symptoms  of  the  chief  notifiable 
and  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  in  order  that  they  may 
exclude  children  with  suspicious  symptoms,  and  immediately 
notify  the  School  Medical  Department. 

Finally,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  available  for  the 
purpose  of  consultation  with  his  medical  colleagues  upon  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases. 

Immunisation  against  various  Infectious  Diseases. 

Immunisation  has  not  been  undertaken  against  Scarlet  Fever, 
nor  have  children  been  tested  by  means  of  the  Schick  Test  to  ascer¬ 
tain  their  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria.  The  latter  test  and  the 
immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  are  most  important 
preventive  measures,  and  will  have  to  be  seriously  considered  by  the 
Authority  in  the  near  future  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  Diph¬ 
theria  which  exists  in  surrounding  boroughs. 
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The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  now  offer  to 
protect  children  under  school  age,  notices  and  particulars  of  which 
are  displayed  in  all  Infant  Welfare  centres. 

Scarlet  Fever  Antitoxin  is  still  being  used  as  a  routine  at 
the  Fever  Hospital,  and  experience  shows  that  by  its  use  com¬ 
plications  are  fewer,  and  the  period  of  isolation  is  materially 
reduced. 

Vaccination. 

Vaccination  falls  very  far  short  of  what  it  should  be.  The 
number  of  vaccinations  performed  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1928,  by  public  vaccinators  was  84. 

For  the  same  period  866  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious 
objections  were  received.  Without  entering  into  controversial 
details  vaccination  has  proved  its  worth  in  the  prevention  of  Small¬ 
pox,  and  by  vaccination  alone  will  much  sickness  and  money 
be  saved  to  the  town  now  that  Smallpox  has  become  epidemic 
in  the  country. 

Issue  of  Antitoxin. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  issued  from  your  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  to  general  practitioners.  During  the  year  2,072,000  units 
were  thus  distributed.  An  increase  of  1,000,000  on  the  previous 
year. 

Disinfection. 

A  disinfecting  station  is  situated  in  the  grounds  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  where  an  “  Equifex  ”  disinfector  is  installed. 

Verminous  Persons. 

The  Authority  possesses  a  well  equipped  Cleansing  Station 
in  Lombard  Street  West.  No  action  was  taken  for  the  compulsory 
cleansing  of  verminous  persons  under  Section  48  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925.  From  experience  gained  in  the  schools,  by  the 
number  of  infected  children  found,  it  would  appear  highly  necessary 
for  action  to  be  taken  under  the  above-mentioned  Act,  particularly 
owing  to  the  excessive  overcrowding  in  many  of  the  poorer  class 
houses  and  the  total  absence  of  proper  washing  facilities. 

The  sooner  this  Cleansing  Station  is  opened  and  made  full  use 
of  the  better. 

Laboratory. 

The  Laboratory  is  situated  in  the  new  Health  Department, 
2  Lodge  Road,  and  is  of  the  utmost  value  in  controlling  Infectious 
Diseases,  particularly  Diphtheria  in  which  case  there  is  no  time  lost 
through  postage  in  the  examination  of  swabs.  Swabs  are  brought 
direct  by  doctors  or  nurses,  and  the  results  are  obtained  in  12  hours. 
The  summary  of  the  year’s  work  is  as  follows  : — 
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Positive  Negative  Total 


Examination  of  swabs  for  Diphtheria  382  1730  2112 

Sputa  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  91  304  395 

Wassermann  Tests  ...  ...  ...  6  46  52 

Other  examinations  ...  ...  ...  - —  —  18 
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B.  Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

General. — There  was  no  serious  epidemic  of  the  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  few, 
and  on  the  whole,  extremely  mild.  The  number  of  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  decreased  by  35  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and 
generally  were  milder  in  type. 

A  large  amount  of  work  was  done  in  the  schools  by  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  and  School  Nurses  in  routine  swabbing  for  the 
discovery  of  Diphtheria  carriers,  and  it  was  extraordinary  the 
number  of  nasal  carriers  which  were  found  and  treated.  This 
“  raid  ”  on  carriers  to  my  mind  accounts  for  the  diminution  in  the 
number  of  acute  cases  occurring  in  the  town,  and  is  one  method 
of  keeping  the  disease  down.  I,  however,  warned  the  Com¬ 
mittee  that  at  the  same  time  as  dealing  with  carriers  it  was  essential 
that  the  younger  generation  should  be  immunised  against  Diph¬ 
theria,  and  accordingly  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  decided  to  offer  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  free  of 
charge  to  children  under  school  age. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Forty-eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year, 
giving  a  case  rate  of  0.59  as  compared  with  2.61  for  England  and 
Wales.  Thirty-seven  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type.  There  was  one  death,  due  to 
intestinal  obstruction. 

The  duration  of  stay  of  scarlet  fever  patients  in  Hospital  was 
28  to  30  days. 

Hospital  Return  Cases. 

There  were  no  Hospital  return  cases  during  the  year. 

Home  Return  Cases. 

None  came  to  notice  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  52  cases,  35  less  than  the  previous  year,  making 
a  case  rate  of  0.64,  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  1.55. 

Forty-seven  cases  were  removed  and  treated  at  the  Borough 
Hospital. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  Diptheria  patients  in  Hospital 
was  40  days. 

Hospital  Return  Cases. 

There  were  none. 
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Home  Return  Cases. 

No  return  cases  were  traced  in  connection  with  the  few  cases 
which  were  allowed  to  remain  at  home  for  treatment. 

Smallpox, 

In  January,  Smallpox  broke  out  in  the  Borough,  and  four 
cases  and  two  contacts  were  removed  to  Hospital,  but  thanks  to 
the  prompt  manner  in  which  the  inspectorial  staff  rounded  up  all 
contacts  no  further  cases  occurred. 

Enteric  Fever  Group, 

Three  cases  of  Para-typhoid  Fever  were  notified  giving  a  case 
rate  of  0.037  as  compared  with  0.09  for  the  country  generally.  One 
of  the  cases,  and  the  one  which  terminated  fatally,  was  notified 
as  Para-typhoid  A.  This  is  a  most  unusual  form  in  this  country, 
and  as  a  result  of  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  findings,  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  whether  it  was  a  case  at  all.  Two  other 
deaths  occurred  from  Enteric  (of  West  Bromwich  residents)  at 
Burntwood  Asylum. 

Measles, 

Cases  of  Measles  were  few,  and  no  deaths  were  registered  from 
this  cause.  Sixty-one  cases  were  known  to  your  Medical  Officer 
through  School  notifications. 

Whooping  Cough, 

Eighty-seven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  through 
schools  during  the  year.  It  was  responsible  for  four  infant  deaths 
as  compared  with  13  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  principal  infectious 
diseases  coming  to  the  notice  of  your  Medical  Officer  during  the 
year  - 


Disease 

1 

Quarters 
2  3 

4 

Total 

Admitted 
to  Hosp. 

D’ths. 

Smallpox 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3  &  2 

— 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

contacts 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

13 

12 

18 

9 

52 

47 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

8 

6 

13 

21 

48 

37 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

4 

2 

1 

14 

3 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

19 

27 

25 

15 

86 

— 

61 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

15 

11 

6 

9 

41 

— 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

47 

30 

20 

18 

115 

3 

78 

Erysipelas 

13 

7 

10 

22 

52 

4 

— - 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Non -Notifiable — 

Measles 

41 

8 

3 

9 

61 

.... 

, 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

16 

12 

16 

43 

87 

— - 

— 

Chicken  Pox  ,.. 

82 

184 

97 

33 

396 

— 

— 

Mumps 

13 

6 

9 

179 

207 

— 

— 
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The  following  tables  give  the  infectious  diseases  in  age  periods 
and  in  the  wards  in  which  they  occurred. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  PERIODS,  1928. 


Disease 

Under 

i  i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

IO 

i5 

20 

35 

45 

65 

yr- 

2 

3 

4 

5 

IO 

i5 

20 

35 

45 

65  and 

Total 

Smallpox 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ . 

- 

, 

- 

2 

_ 

1 

over 

3 

Typhoid 

..  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

3 

Diphtheria 

..  1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

14 

9 

8 

4 

3 

— 

— 

52 

Scarlet  Fever 

. .  — 

— 

2 

3 

5 

28 

6 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

48 

Puerperal  Fever 

..  — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

..  — 

1 

9 

4 

— 

— 

14 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

11 

32 

15 

16 

4 

86 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

. .  — 

— 

2 

1 

1 

22 

2 

7 

5 

1 

— 

— 

41 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

..  4 

6 

5 

4 

— ■ 

14 

5 

6 

33 

12 

17 

9 

115 

Erysipelas 

..  3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

12 

5 

17 

5 

52 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

..  1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WARDS. 


Wards 

Smallpox 

Typhoid 

Diphtheria 

U 

<D 

> 

<L> 

+-> 

O 

1  ■■  H 

03 

CD 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Tuberculosis 
(Pulmonary ) 

Tuberculosis 
(other  forms) 
Pneumonia 
(all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Totals  in 
each  Ward 

Sandwell 

...  - 

1 

7 

4 

— 

1 

6 

4  13 

1  — 

— 

37 

Lyndon 

...  3 

— 

6 

10 

1 

6 

16 

7  10 

2  — 

— 

61 

Tantany 

...  — 

— 

1 

10 

— 

1 

8 

5  15 

7  — 

— ■ 

47 

Hill  Top 

...  — 

1 

10 

7 

— 

2 

11 

7  14 

6  — 

1 

59 

Hamstead 

...  — 

— 

3 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

3 

Spon  Lane 

...  — 

— 

5 

4 

— 

— ■ 

11 

7  17 

8  — 

— 

52 

Lyng 

...  — 

— 

2 

5 

1 

— 

11 

5  14 

3  1 

— 

42 

Town  Hall 

...  • — 

— 

9 

6 

— 

— 

9 

2-  9 

10  — 

— 

45 

Greets  Green  . . . 

...  — 

1 

9 

2 

— 

4 

14 

4  23 

15  — 

— 

72 

Venereal  Diseases. 

There  is  no  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  this  disease  in  West 
Bromwich,  the  Authority  having  arrangements  with  the  Birmingham 
Corporation  for  treatment  at  their  Clinics.  Patients  living  near  to 
Dudley  area  attend  the  Dudley  Guest  Hospital  for  treatment,  but 
the  authority  have  no  agreement  with  Dudley  as  the  cases  are 
few. 


32 


Cases  from  West  Bromwich  treated  at  the  two  clinics  during 
the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

11 

Soft  Chancre 

•  9  • 

Gonorrhoea 

17 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ... 

26 

Total  new  cases 

54 

Total  attendances  out-patients 

2425 

In-patient  days 

2 

Under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section  it  will  be  noted 
that  the  Still-Births  have  again  increased.  I  drew  attention  to 
this  fact  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  and  again  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Authority  to  the  further  increase  of  10. 

A  large  number  of  these  Still-Births  are  undoubtedly  due  to 
Venereal  Disease  in  the  parents.  It  is  seen  from  the  figures  shown 
in  the  tables  of  attendance  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  that 
very  few  people  attend,  yet  from  the  number  of  Still -Births  and  the 
number  of  abortions  which  occur  annually  in  the  town,  we  know 
that  a  large  number  of  cases  of  Venereal  disease  exist,  but  never 
attend  the  treatment  clinics,  and  never  receive  adequate  treat¬ 
ment.  Moreover,  we  are  told  from  the  clinics  that  a  proportion 
of  those  who  do  attend  for  treatment  fail  to  complete  the  whole 
course  of  treatment  necessary  before  they  can  be  passed  as  free 
from  infection.  These  are  very  serious  matters,  and  claim  a  great 
deal  more  attention  of  the  Authority  than  is  at  present  being  given. 
I  cannot  over-estimate  the  importance  of  educating  the  younger 
generation  in  such  matters  as  Sex  Hygiene,  etc.,  nor  of  a  continuous 
propaganda,  on  matters  of  Venereal  disease  and  its  dangers,  to  the 
adult  population. 

Blind  Persons  Act,  1920. 

The  blind  persons  of  West  Bromwich  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  under  a  scheme 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year  1928  the  blind  population  numbered  115,  67 
being  males  and  48  females. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Authority  under  Section  66 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


General. 

As  a  result  of  several  reports  which  I  placed  before  the  various 
Committees,  it  was  decided  in  July  to  appoint  a  third  Medical 
Officer,  in  order  that  the  important  work  of  Ante-Natal  super¬ 
vision  could  be  performed  satisfactorily.  Accordingly,  on  the 
1st  August  Ante-Natal  Sessions  were  commenced  at  four  of  your 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

An  extra  Infant  Welfare  Doctor’s  session  was  commenced 
on  Thursday  afternoons  at  Highfields  Centre,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  Monday  afternoon  doctor’s  session  which  is  much  overcrowded. 
Unfortunately,  it  does  not  appear  that  this  additional  session 
has  proved  of  much  value  as  not  more  than  12  to  20  mothers  have 
ever  attended,  and  the  Monday  session  continues  to  be  over 
popular. 

As  a  result  of  the  incorporation  of  Hamstead  into  the  Borough 
on  April  1st  an  additional  School,  School  Sub -Clinic  and  Maternity 
Centre  automatically  passed  over  to  the  Health  Services.  The 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  every  Friday  after¬ 
noon,  the  first  hour  (2  to  3)  being  devoted  to  Ante-Natal  work, 
the  remaining  one  and  a  half  hours  to  infants.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  since  April  1st  every  new-born  child  in  the  village  has 
been  brought  to  the  Centre,  and  seen  by  the  doctor  in  attendance. 

During  the  year  special  attention  was  given  by  the  Ministry 
to  the  causes  of  Maternal  deaths  as  a  result  of  child  birth.  It  is 
now  the  duty  of  every  medical  officer  to  investigate  and  report 
on  special  enquiry  forms  provided,  every  maternal  death,  and  to 
forward  the  completed  forms  to  a  special  Central  Committee 
which  has  been  set  up  to  investigate  these  matters,  with  a  view  to 
finding  methods  of  prevention.  I  reported  fully  on  the  various 
memoranda  and  circulars  at  the  time  of  their  receipt,  and  drew 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  large  and  increasing  number 
of  abortions  and  still-births  which  were  occurring  in  the  Borough, 
many  of  which,  on  careful  enquiry,  proved  not  to  be  entirely  without 
suspicion.  There  is  a  heavy  traffic  in  abortofacients,  samples  of 
which  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain,  some,  actually 
from  the  homes  of  women  who  have  brought  about  an  abortion, 
but  these  cases  are  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with,  and  reliable 
evidence  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  ;  nevertheless,  it  appears 
to  me  that  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Central  Committee  must 
be  to  consider  what  steps  can  be  taken  :  (1)  to  check  advertisement 
of  abortofacients  ;  (2)  to  make  the  sale  of  certain  drugs  either 
separately  or  in  mixture  impossible  to  obtain  without  a  medical 
certificate. 
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The  next  important  fact  that  must  strike  anyone  taking  an 
interest  in  maternal  welfare  is  the  complete  lack  of  organisation 
in  the  Maternity  service.  Handy  women  are  still  tolerated  owing 
to  the  inability  of  many  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a  midwife  as  well 
as  a  doctor.  It  is  a  fact  that  in  some  districts  the  handywomen 
flourish  and  the  midwives  are  idle. 

The  present  independent  position  of  the  midwife  cannot  be 
regarded  as  completely  satisfactory  for  the  public  welfare.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  they  should  work  under  direct  medical  super¬ 
vision  ;  every  woman  should  be  examined,  or,  at  least,  have  the 
opportunity  of  being  examined,  by  a  medical  man,  before,  during, 
and  after  labour. 

I  feel  that  if  headway  is  to  be  made  in  preventing  or  lessening 
the  high  maternal  mortality,  and  the  large  amount  of  invalidism 
resulting  from  childbirth,  the  present  disjointed  maternity  service 
must  be  gathered  together  and  organised  into  an  efficient  whole  ; 
in  such  a  manner  that  no  woman  is  denied,  through  lack  of  means 
(a)  of  the  services  of  a  medical  man  for  ante-natal,  natal  and  post¬ 
natal  supervision  ;  ( b )  of  a  trained  nurse  ;  (c)  of  a  consultant  for 
expert  assistance  during  labour  ;  or  ( d )  of  a  bed  in  a  hospital  or 
maternity  home  when  such  is  found  necessary. 

All  these  arrangements  could  be  made  with  very  little 
additional  cost  to  the  community. 

ANTE-NATAL  WORK. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Four  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  equipped,  and  commenced  to 
function  as  from  August  1st.  They  are  as  follows  : — 

Highfields  ...  Friday  ...  ...  ...  9.30  to  12  noon, 

H-amstead  Minors’ 

Institute  ...  Friday  ...  ...  ...  2  to  3  p.m. 

Hill  Top  ...  ...  Thursday  ...  ...  ...  2.15  to  5  p.m. 

(1st  and  3rd  in  each  month). 

Great  Bridge  ...  Mondays  ...  ...  ...  2.15  to  5  p.m. 

(1st  and  3rd  in  each  month). 

(b)  Attendance  of  Expectant  Mothers  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

During  the  year  80  expectant  mothers  received  advice  and 
assistance  at  the  various  Clinics,  and  made  a  total  of  309  attendances. 

(c)  Home  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers. 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-eight  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes 
of  expectant  mothers  by  Health  Visitors. 


(d)  Ante-Natal  work  by  Mid  wives. 

Of  the  21  independent  midwives  19  are  keeping  Ante-Natal 
records  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  During  the  year  all  midwives 
were  notified  that  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  being  opened,  and 
that  those  who  were  unable  to  take  pelvic  measurements,  and  to 
keep  their  records  satisfactorily  would  be  given  assistance  and 
advice  at  the  various  Clinics.  Some  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
offer,  and  are  attending  fairly  regularly  with  patients.  It  is 
necessary,  however,  that  all  the  midwives  should  attend  the  clinics. 

(e)  Feeding  of  Expectant  Mothers. 

In  appropriate  cases  dried  milk  needed  on  medical  grounds 
during  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy  is  provided  free,  or  at  half- 
price,  according  to  circumstances  of  the  family. 

(f)  Registration  and  Inspection  of  Maternity  Homes. 

There  are  two  Maternity  Homes,  one  of  which  is  a  Maternity 
and  Nursing  Home  combined.  Inspections  are  carried  out  regularly 
by  the  Inspector  of  Midwives. 


AT  BIRTH. 

(a)  The  Work  of  the  Midwives. 

During  the  year  44  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
within  the  Borough.  Thirty-eight  of  these  held  the  certificate 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  six  were  bona-fide  midwives. 
None  are  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  midwives  notified  1,596  live  births  and  80 
still  births.  Of  the  total  births  notified  during  the  year  91  per 
cent,  were  notified  by  mid  wives. 

In  accordance  with  Rule  E.22  of  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board 
medical  assistance  was  summoned  on  250  occasions  for  a  variety 
of  conditions  affecting  mother  or  child  as  follows  : — 

Form  A.  Medical  Help.  Mothers...  ...  196 

Babies  ...  ...  54 

Other  notifications  received  under  the  same  Rule  were  : — 

Form  B.  Deaths — Mothers  ...  ...  1 

Babies  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Form  C.  Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  33 

Form  D.  Laying  out  the  Dead  ...  ...  — 

Form  E.  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection  5 
Form  F.  Artificial  Feeding  ...  ...  9 
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The  following  is  a  report  by  Miss  Twist,  the  Inspector  of  Mid- 
wives,  as  to  Equipment  and  efficiency  of  midwives  visited  : — 

No.  of  Midwives— 44  notified  intention  to  practice  and  are  allocated  as 
follows  : — 


Working  privately  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Working  in  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  ...  8 

Working  in  West  Bromwich,  but  residing  in 

outside  districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  Visits  Paid  (2 1  cases  only)  . 


Bags  equipped— 

Satisfactorily 

21 

Unsatisfactory 

. — 

Case  Books 

Satisfactory  ... 

20 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

Ante-Natal 

Satisfactory  ... 

19 

Records 

Unsatisfactory 

2 

Good  ... 

Person 

21 

Cleanliness 

Unsatisfactory 

— 

Good 

Home 

20 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

Number  able  to 

(1)  Read  Thermometer 

21 

(2)  Read  and  Write... 

20 

(3)  Pass  Catheter 

19 

General  Efficiency  (jrOOC* 

20 

Poor 

1 

44 

82 


Miss  Twist  is  available  every  morning  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  for  interview  with  any  midwives  seeking  her  assistance  or 
advice. 

Stoving  of  clothes  and  disinfection  of  bags  and  instruments 
is  carried  out  by  the  Authority  free  of  charge  for  any  midwife  who 
has  been  in  attendance  on  an  infectious  case. 


(b)  Maternity  Homes. 

There  is  a  great  lack  of  Maternity  Beds  and  accommodation 
in  the  Borough,  particularly  for  the  people  living  in  overcrowded 
homes  with  no  proper  facilities  for  a  confinement,  and  who  would 
be  willing  to  pay  a  small  fee  to  have  their  babies  in  decent  surround¬ 
ings. 


Hallam  Hospital  under  the  West  Bromwich  Guardians  provides 
26  well-equipped  Maternity  beds,  but  this  is  really  insufficient  for 
the  area  served.  During  the  year  330  confinements  were  con¬ 
ducted  at  this  hospital.  Of  these  52  were  abnormal  and  difficult 
labours. 
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Ante-Natal  work  is  also  undertaken  at  the  Hallam  Hospital 
under  the  supervision  of  the  consultant  Gynecologist- — Mr.  Connell. 
Nine  hundred  and  sixty  expectant  mothers  attended  for  ante¬ 
natal  advice  and  treatment. 

(c)  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  Regulations,  etc. 

Fourteen  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Three  were  admitted  into  Hallam  Hospital.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  and  two  were 
admitted  to  Hospital.  Both  cases  terminated  fatally. 

All  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Fever  are  enquired  into  by 
your  Health  Visitors  and  reported  upon  to  your  Medical  Officer, 
when  necessary  steps  are  taken  for  dealing  with  the  cases  and  for 
preventing  spread  of  infection. 

No  requests  were  made  by  General  Practitioners  for  a  second 
opinion  or  for  Bacteriological  Examination.  The  Authority  does 
not  provide  nurses  for  the  “  Home  Nursing  ”  of  cases.  All  cases 
requiring  nursing  are  sent  into  hospital. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  other  maternal  accidents  and 
diseases  of  pregnancy. 

(d)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  only  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  as 
compared  with  five  the  previous  year. 

When  necessary,  owing  to  severity,  cases  are  removed  to 
Hallam  Hospital.  The  Authority  also  has  arrangements  with  the 
District  Nursing  Association  for  the  home  treatment  of  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  acting  under  the  direction  of  the 
practitioner  in  attendance. 

Notified,  1  ;  Cases  treated  at  Home,  0  ;  Cases  treated  at 
Hospital,  1  ;  Vision  unimpaired,  1. 

(e)  Still-Births. 

Eighty -five  still -births  were  notified  in  1928. 

This  figure  is  an  increase  of  10  on  the  previous  year.  Cases 
are  investigated  by  your  Health  Visitors  full  records  being  kept 
in  the  Health  Department. 
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THE  INFANT  AND  THE  YOUNG  CHILD, 


(a)  Notification  of  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males  Females 

Males  Females 

Total 

Births  Begistered 

876  776 

15  19 

1686 

Live  Births 

Still-Births 

Mid- 

wives  Doctors 

Mid¬ 
wives  Doctors 

Total 

Births  notified  within  36 
hours. 

1596  149 

80  5 

1830 

The  Births  registered  show  an  increase  of  43  births  on  the 
previous  year,  and  give  a  birth  rate  of  21  for  the  year  under 
review. 

(b)  Home  Visits  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  1,619  first  visits,  and 
4,373  subsequent  visits  to  infants  under  12  months.  In  addition 
12,891  visits  were  made  to  children  between  the  ages  of  12  months 
and  5  years  ;  a  total  of  18,883  visits  to  infants  of  all  ages. 

I  regard  these  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  people  as  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  Health  Educational  work.  Not  only  are  histories 
of  parents  and  children  obtained  and  mothers  encouraged  to  bring 
their  kiddies  to  the  Welfare  Centres,  but  much  useful  advice  is 
given  by  the  Health  Visitor  on  infant  care  and  cleanliness,  and, 
in  fact,  on  any  other  matter  according  to  the  circumstances  and 
conditions  found  at  the  times  of  her  visits.  Complete  records  are 
kept  by  the  Health  Visitors  of  home  conditions,  and  the  health  of 
all  children  visited  from  the  time  they  are  a  few  weeks  old  until 
five  vears  of  age  ;  they  are  then  passed  on  to  the  School  Medical 
Department  and  filed  with  the  child’s  school  medical  history  cards. 

(c)  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

There  is  a  voluntary  centre  run  in  connection  with  Christ 
Church  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Siner  assisted  by  Nurse  Law¬ 
rence.  One  session  per  week  is  held  in  the  Parish  Room,  Bratt 
Street,  on  Thursday  afternoons.  There  is  no  doctor  in  attendance. 
Babies  are  weighed  and  general  advice  is  given  on  Infant-care  and 
management.  Average  attendances  35  per  session.  Glaxo,  Oval- 
tine,  Virol  and  Vitmar  are  sold.  No  food  is  given. 
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(d)  Municipal  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 

There  are  now  five  Centres  under  the  control  of  the  Authority. 
The  fifth  is  the  new  Centre  at  Hamstead.  All  are  extremely  well 
patronised,  particularly  the  Highfields  Centre,  as  I  have  stated  in 
my  opening  remarks  of  this  section  of  the  report. 

In  last  year's  report  I  stated  that  the  plans  for  a  new  Centre 
at  Boulton  Road,  Spon  Lane,  had  been  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

This  Centre  is  now  almost  completed,  and  it  should  be  ready 
by  the  end  of  May. 

Early  in  the  year  I  reported  on  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
and  situation  of  the  Great  Bridge  Welfare  Centre,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  decided  to  transfer  it  to  the  Liberal  Club  in  White¬ 
hall  Road,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made. 
This  is  an  excellent  situation,  as  it  is  almost  in  the  centre  of  the 
district  which  it  will  serve. 

Consideration  is  also  being  given  to  the  building  of  a  new 
centre  in  the  Charlemont  area.  Two  large  housing  estates  have  now 
sprung  up  at  Charlemont  and  Crankhall  Lane.  These  two  districts 
are  not  within  reasonable  radius  of  our  existing  Centres,  there¬ 
fore,  the  Committee  are  giving  attention  to  the  matter  with  a  view 
to  procuring  land  for  the  building  of  the  new  Centre  in  such  a 
position  as  to  serve  the  two  districts  in  question. 

During  1928  infants  and  children  made  a  total  of  20,534 
attendances  at  the  Centres,  of  this  number  13,778  were  made  by 
infants  under  1  year,  and  6,756  by  children  one  to  5  years  of  age. 
The  Medical  Officers  had  2,095  interviews  respecting  children 
under  one  year  and  1,072  respecting  children  aged  one  to  five. 

In  addition  309  attendances  were  made  by  expectant  mothers. 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  children  under  one 
attended  the  Centres  very  satisfactorily,  but  that  they  commenced 
to  flag  when  over  the  difficult  period  of  the  first  12  months.  It 
is  very  desirable  that  children  should  be  kept  under  observation 
regularly  until  the  age  of  five,  in  order  that  defects  can  be  remedied 
before  school  age  is  attained. 

The  defects  found  at  routine  inspections  of  entrants  in  the 
elementary  schools  are  far  too  many,  and  serve  as  an  index  to  the 
thoroughness  of  the  work  accomplished  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  and  by  the  nurses  in  their  following-up  work. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  number  of  infants  and 
children  on  the  registers  and  the  various  attendances  made  during 
the  year. 
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Infants  and  Children  on  Registers,  1928. 


Greet’s 

Spon 

Hill 

High- 

Ham- 

Grand 

Centres 

Green 

Lane 

Top 

fields 

stead 

Totals 

Total  babies  on  Regis¬ 
ter,  Jan.  1st,  1928 

Number  of  Infants 

378 

609 

384 

471 

— 

1842 

under  12  months 
added  during  1928 

184 

233 

153 

288 

20 

878 

Total  number  of  infants 
added  during  1928 

Total  on  Register, 

207 

258 

171 

350 

79 

1065 

Dec.  31st,  1928 

585 

867 

555 

821 

79 

2907 

Attendances  made  at 

various 

Centres. 

Ham- 

Greeks 

Spon 

Hill 

High- 

Centres 

stead 

Green 

Lane 

Top 

fields 

Totals 

Infants  under  1  year — 

New  Cases 

20 

184 

233 

153 

288 

878 

Old  Cases 

200 

2958 

3296 

2918 

3528 

12900 

Total 

220 

3142 

3529 

3071 

3816 

13778 

Seen  by  Doctor 

Children  1 — 5  years — 

74 

210 

639 

517 

655 

2095 

New  Cases 

59 

23 

25 

18 

62 

187 

Old  Cases 

220 

1442 

1729 

1244 

1934 

6569 

Total 

279 

1465 

1754 

1262 

1996 

6756 

Seen  by  Doctor 

Average  attendances 

77 

149 

217 

306 

323 

1072 

of  Children  per  Ses¬ 
sion 

14.8 

57.6 

66.4 

54.1 

72.7 

Expectant  Mothers’ 
Attendances 

New  Cases 

1 

13 

12 

12 

42 

80 

Old  Cases 

— . 

23 

116 

72 

18 

229 

Total 

1 

36 

128 

84 

60 

309 

Seen  by  Doctor 

1 

26 

— 

20 

53 

100 

Post  Natal  Attend- 

ances 

3 

19 

9 

26 

2 

59 

Number  of  Cases  referred  to  General  Hospital  ...  103 

Number  of  Cases  referred  to  District  Nurses  ...  31 


Under  this  heading  I  would  again  like  to  place  on  record  my 
very  best  thanks  to  the  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  good  work 
they  have  done  during  the  year  and  the  interest  shown  by  them  in 
our  Centres.  The  ladies  of  this  Committee  have  given  up  many 
valuable  hours  at  the  Centres,  and  it  is  only  with  their  help  that 
the  work  can  be  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
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(e)  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic. 

A  full  report  on  this  clinic  will  be  given  under  the  appropriate 
heading  elsewhere  in  the  Report.  It  is  only  necessary  here  to  say 
that  during  the  year  55  infants  were  sent  from  the  various  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  to  receive  this  form  of  treatment  at  the  Health 
Department.  All  told  they  made  1,249  attendances. 


(f)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

The  authority  as  yet  have  no  definite  Orthopaedic  scheme. 
All  children  requiring  this  form  of  treatment  are  sent  direct  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Birmingham,  the  Committee  taking  responsi¬ 
bility  for  payment  of  necessitous  cases.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge  no  child  requiring  treatment  is  neglected. 

(g)  Home  Nursing. 

The  West  Bromwich  District  Nursing  Association  has  under¬ 
taken  the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Pneumonia,  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  when  requested  by 
M.O.H. 

(h)  Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 

There  is  no  minor  ailment  clinic  in  connection  with  the  Welfare 
Centres.  I  have  reported  on  this  matter  before,  showing  the 
necessity  for  one  service  to  dovetail  one  with  the  other,  and  the 
inadvisability  of  duplication  of  centres  and  clinics.  Working 
arrangements  should  exist  between  Committees  concerned  in  order 
that  cases  requiring  minor  treatment  can  be  dealt  with  at  the 
School  sub-clinics,  this,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  being  encouraged 
both  by  the  medical  and  nursing  staff. 

(i)  Dental  Treatment. 

This  form  of  treatment  has  so  far  not  been  extended  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

(j)  Provision  of  Milk  and  Food  Stuffs. 

Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Virol,  etc,,  is  available  at  all 
centres. 

A  large  quantity  is  sold  at  cost  price,  but  where  necessity 
demands  the  food  is  either  given  free  or  sold  at  half  cost  according 
to  scale  of  income  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

One  thousand  and  thirty-four  infants  and  29  expectant  mothers 
received  free  milk  during  the  year. 
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The  following  details  give  at  a  glance  the  expenditure  involved  : 


Total  purchases 
Cost  of  administration 


£  s.  d. 
1094  13  7 
123  10  2 


Total 

Income  from  Sales 


...  1218  3  9 

...  933  14  11 


Net  expenditure 


...  £284  8  10 


(k)  Care  of  Illegitimate  Infants. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  West  Bromwich  Guardians  at  the 
Hallam  Hospital  and  at  a  new  home  at  Great  Barr. 

Assistance  is  also  rendered  to  many  girls  by  the  West  Bromwich 
Girls’  Welfare  Society. 


(1)  Summary  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  1928. 


To  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  598 

To  Infants  under  1  year — First  Visits  ...  ...  1619 

Re-Visits  ...  ...  4373 

Total  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5992 

To  Children  1—5 

Total  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12891 

Enquiries  into  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stillbirth  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Enquiries  re  Maternity  Fees  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (including  Infectious  Diseases)  ...  701 


Grand  Total 


20454 


43 


(m)  Infant  Mortality. 

Total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  126 
Number  of  deaths  under  four  weeks  ...  58 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  74.7 

The  following  table  summarises  the  chief  causes  of  infants’ 
deaths  during  the  year  under  the  various  age  periods  : — 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week, 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  months. 

3  months  &  under 

6  months. 

6  months  &  under 

9  months. 

9  months  &  under 

12  months. 

Total  Deaths 
j  under  1  year. 

.Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  F ever 

Whooping-Cough 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 

•j  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

(Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

6 

3 

5 

15 

f  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

10 

[  Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

8 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  . . . 

5 

1 

1 

7 

1 

2 

10 

Premature  Birth 

20 

5 

2 

1 

28 

5 

33 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Maras- 

.  mus 

4 

4 

9 

3 

16 

Other  Causes  ... 

4 

4 

2 

4 

10 

Totals 

40 

10 

4 

4 

58 

28 

20 

12 

8 

126 
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From  the  above  figures,  and  also  from  the  figures  shown  under 
the  heading  “Infant  Mortality  Rate”  since  first  recorded,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  under  review, 
i.e.,  74.7,  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  and  therefore  the  record  for 
West  Bromwich. 

Apart  from  deaths  due  to  Premature  Birth  and  malformations, 
the  chief  causes  of  the  Infant  Mortality  in  West  Bromwich  are 
chest  conditions,  and  stomach  troubles.  Chest  conditions— 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  were  the  cause  of  21  deaths,  and  Gastro¬ 
enteritis  was  the  cause  of  20  Infant  deaths  under  one  vear  of  age. 
In  other  words,  these  diseases  were  the  cause  of  a  third  of  the 
Infant  deaths  during  the  year  1928. 

Factors  which  undoubtedly  play  a  large  part  in  the  causes 
of  these  conditions  are  atmospheric  pollution,  poor  housing  con¬ 
ditions,  particularly  overcrowding,  and  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  the  mothers,  with  regard  to  cleanliness  and  proper  feeding. 

The  Investigations  made  into  the  Infant  Deaths  due  to  Gastro¬ 
enteritis  show  that  12  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  very  poor  dilapi¬ 
dated  houses  with  unhealthy  surroundings,  or  were  grossly  over¬ 
crowded.  Nine  cases  were  due  to  wrong  feeding,  and  carelessness 
as  to  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  mothers. 
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(n)  Infantile  Mortality  Hates  since  First  Recorded. 


Year 

Rate 

Year 

Rate 

Year 

Rate 

1872 

152 

1882 

158 

1892 

171 

1873 

163 

f  1883 

177 

1893 

211 

1874 

156 

1884 

180 

1894 

152 

1875 

160 

1885 

176 

1895 

157 

1876 

144 

1886 

169 

1896 

118 

1877 

162 

1887 

158 

1897 

175 

1878 

159 

1888 

158 

1898 

182 

1879 

167 

1889 

175 

1899 

179 

1880 

152 

1890 

170 

1900 

191 

1881 

152 

1891 

172 

1901 

163 

Decennial  Aver.  156.7 

Decennial  Aver.  169.3 

Decennial  Aver.  169.9 

1902 

162 

1912 

122.5 

1922 

88.6 

1903 

164 

1913 

140.4 

1923 

87.8 

1904 

149 

1914 

104.4 

1924 

88.6 

1905 

150 

1915 

133.1 

1925 

98.8 

1906 

159 

1916 

89.8 

1926 

79.2 

1907 

151 

1917 

121.5 

1927 

107.1 

1908 

140 

1918 

113.1 

1928 

74.7 

1909 

152 

1919 

103.0 

1910 

106.5 

1920 

109.2 

1911 

139.5 

1921 

96.9 

Decennial  Aver.  147.3 

Decennial  Aver.  113.3 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


During  the  year  150  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  came  to  the 
notice  of  this  department,  of  which  100  were  pulmonary  and  50 
were  non-pulmonary  cases.  In  all  there  were  357  known  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  in  the  Borough  on  December  31st, 
1928.  This  is  an  increase  of  28  cases  above  the  figure  for 
December  31st,  1927. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  below  that  13  of  the  new  cases 
came  to  our  knowledge  through  death  certification  only.  Seven 
of  these  cases,  however,  were  not  diagnosed  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  during  their  life,  and  the  disease  was  only  discovered 
on  post  mortem  examination.  In  reality,  therefore,  it  may  be 
said  that  six  cases,  three  pulmonary  and  three  non-pulmonary, 
were  not  notified  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations.  This 
is  certainly  a  great  improvement  on  the  past,  but  it  is  still  not 
entirely  satisfactory.  Your  staff  have  given  particular  attention 
to  failure  of  notification,  enquiries  being  made  in  all  cases.  Satis¬ 
factory  arrangements  have  been  arrived  at  with  the  two  local 
hospitals  for  weekly  returns  on  Form  0  and  D,  i.e.,  new  cases 
admitted  to  and  discharged  from  hospital,  which  enables  us  to 
watch  our  Tuberculosis  Registers  and  obtain  notification  on  Form  A 
of  all  persons  not  previously  notified.  Moreover,  the  work  of  follow¬ 
ing-up  cases  which  have  been  discharged  from  hospital  is  greatly 
facilitated. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables  : — 


Form  A 

Form  B 

Otherwise 

X 

Total 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Age 

Pul- 

Pul- 

Pul- 

Pul- 

Pul- 

Pul- 

Period 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  1 

1—  6 
5—10 

A 

1 

1 

9 

2 

6 

31 

2 

— — 

4 

4: 

2 

1 

- 

10 

7 

1 

1 

3 

<u 

10—15 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

. — 

8 

15—20 

9 

2 

3 

3 

1 

18 

20—25 

6 

9 

- - - 

2 

— 

• - 

— — 

— — 

2 

1 

— 

— 

20 

25—35 

10 

6 

— 

3 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

• - 

2 

— 

— 

21 

35—45 

10 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— _ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

18 

45—55 

10 

1 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

- - 

4 

1 

— 

— 

16 

55—65 

4 

2 

6 

65— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

54 

31 

8 

15 

1 

— 

10 

8 

9 

5 

5 

4 

. 

150 

x  Source  of  Information — 

1.  Death  Returns  6  Pulmonary.  7  Non-pulmonary. 

2.  “  Inward  ”  Transfers.  8  Pulmonary  2  Non-pulmonary. 
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Cases  on  Register,  1928. 


M 

F 

C 

Total 

Pulmonary 

100 

70 

22 

192 

Non-Pulmonary 

20 

30 

87 

137 

Cases  added  during  1928. 

Pulmonary 

58 

31 

11 

100 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

9 

36 

50 

Cases  removed  during  1928. 

Pulmonary 

54 

35 

6 

95 

Non-Pulmonary 

6 

4 

17 

27 

Cases  on  Register  31st  December,  1928. 
Pulmonary  ...  ...  104 

66 

27 

197 

Non-Pulmonary 

19 

35 

106 

160 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  death  rate  for  the  year  ending  31st  December* 
1928,  is  0.84  per  1,000  persons  (population  figure — 80,280). 


The  69  deaths  recorded  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non  -  Pulmonary 

M  F 

0—  1 

1  K 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Q 

1 -  D 

5—10 

1 

_ . 

2 

O 

10—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

1 

5 

• — 

— 

20—25 

4 

8 

— 

— 

25—35 

11 

7 

■ — 

— 

35—45 

8 

1 

- — • 

— 

45—55 

7 

2 

— 

— 

55—65 

3 

1 

— 

— 

65—75 

75— 

— 

2 

■ 

■ 

35 

26 

3 

5 

Pul¬ 

Non-Pul¬ 

• 

monary. 

monary. 

Total 

Notified  before  Death 

55 

1 

56 

NOT  NOTIFIED  BEFORE  DEATH 

...  6 

7 

13 

Percentage  not  Notified 

9.9 

87.5 

18.8 
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The  occupations  of  persons  dying  as  a  result  of  Tuberculosis 
are  as  follows  : — - 


Occupations 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Occupations 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Children 

9 

Bakers 

2 

Housewives 

11 

Rivetter  ... 

1 

Factory  Hands 

2 

Cooper 

1 

Labourers 

7 

Printer 

1 

Tool  Grinder  ... 

1 

Dressmakers 

2 

IronWorkers  ... 

4 

Brasscaster 

1 

SteelWorker  ... 

1 

Shop  Assistants  ... 

2 

Painter 

1 

Machinist  ... 

1 

Clerks  ... 

4 

Butcher  ... 

1 

Rope  Splicer  ... 

1 

Brass  Polisher 

1 

Miners 

2 

Casement  Fitter  ... 

1 

Engineer 

1 

Blacksmith 

1 

Bolt  Screwer  ... 

1 

Hairdresser 

1 

Insurance  Agent 

1 

Upholsterer 

1 

Publican 

1 

Paper  Machinist 

1 

French  Polisher 

1 

No  occupation 

3 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  KegL  1925, 

No  notices  were  served  under  Article  5  of  these  Regulations 
during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Sec.  62. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  more  use  cannot  be  made 
in  this  Borough  of  the  powers  granted  under  Sec.  62  (1)  of  this 
Act,  namely,  “  Where  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  Court 
of  summary  jurisdiction  that  any  person  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  in  an  infectious  state,  and  whose  lodging  or  accom¬ 
modation  is  such  that  proper  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection  cannot  be  taken,  or  such  precautions  are  not  being 
taken  and  that  serious  risk  of  infection  is  thereby  caused  to  other 
persons  ;  and  that  a  suitable  hospital  or  institution  exists  for  the 
reception  and  accommodation  of  that  person—the  court  may 
on  application  of  the  Local  Authority,  make  an  order  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  that  person  to  that  hospital  or  institution  and  for  his 
detention  and  maintenance  therein  for  such  period  not  exceeding 
three  months  as  the  court  think  fit.’’ 

When  one  realises  that  on  the,  31st  December,  1928,  there 
were  no  less  than  120  cases  of  open  tuberculosis  (i.e,  with  positive 
sputa)  in  the  Borough,  all  of  which  are  liable  to  infect  susceptible 
persons  during  the  forthcoming  year,  and  again,  when  one  realises 
on  studying  the  “  Home  Condition  Table  ”  the  surroundings  in 
which  the  patients  are  living,  the  problem  of  stamping  out  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  the  Borough  would  seem  almost  impossible  to  solve. 
On  the  one  hand  the  expense  that  would  be  entailed  in  rehousing 
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these  active,  advanced  and  highly  infectious  cases,  together  with 
their  families,  in  surroundings  where  infection  is  unlikely  to  occur 
is  prohibitive  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  five  beds  at  Holly  Lane 
Sanatorium  for  dealing  with  these  cases  are  absolutely  inadequate. 
Nevertheless,  not  until  means  are  available  whereby  all  these 
advanced  and  highly  infective  cases  may  be  dealt  with  in  a  manner 
rendering  it  impossible  for  them  to  infect  other  people,  can  one 
look  forward  with  certainty  to  a  marked  reduction  of  the  number 
of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  arising  each  year  in  the  Borough. 

Two  cases  may  be  cited  as  illustrating  the  points  mentioned 
above,  and  which  will  serve  to  show  how  the  problem  is  being 
dealt  with  at  the  moment  with  our  very  limited  resources  : — 

Case  A. 

A  married  man,  an  active  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
with  a  positive  sputum. 

House. — Back  to  back — 1  living  room  and  two  bedrooms. 

Family  :  Wife,  who  is  not  very  strong,  having  had  three 
abdominal  operations. 

Children  :  These  were  examined  as  contacts  and  two  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  They  have  since  died. 
(Particulars  are  as  below)  : 

1.  Male,  age  6  years,  died  29th  January,  1929,  of 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

2.  Male,  age  10  months,  died  21st  February,  1929,  of 

Miliary  Tuberculosis. 

The  result  of  examination  of  the  four  remaining  children  is  as 
follows  : — 

Female,  age  2£  years,  has  had  treatment  for  Tubercular 
Enteritis. 

Female,  age  12  years,  has  had  treatment  for  abdominal 
trouble. 

Female,  age  13  years,  health  fairly  good. 

Male,  age  7  years,  at  present  appears  well. 

By  special  intervention  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  it  has  been  arranged  for  this  man  to  rent  a  Corporation 
house  on  the  Crankhall  Lane  Estate.  This  should  secure  the 
safety  from  infection  of  his  young  family,  and  moreover,  give  the 
patient  those  prospects  of  recovery  which  are  being  denied  to  him 
in  his  present  “  home.” 

Case  B. 

This  man,  aged  39  years,  is  an  active  and  advanced  case  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  He  is  married  and  has  a  wife  and  three 
children  under  10  years  of  age. 
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The  accommodation  in  this  case  is  two  bedrooms  and  one 
living  room,  but  as  there  is  only  one  bed  the  wife  and  children  have 
to  occupy  the  same  bed  as  the  patient.  One  child  died  from 
Broncho  Pneumonia  on  the  12th  March,  1929,  the  environmental 
conditions  in  no  way  helping  towards  recovery. 

This  patient  at  first  refused  to  be  sent  away,  but  eventually 
yielded  to  persuasion  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  go  away 
temporarily  into  the  Hallam  Hospital.  Unfortunately,  in  this 
instance,  the  method  adopted  is  likely  to  prove  a  palliative  one 
only,  for  sooner  or  later  the  man  will  be  discharged,  most  likely 
still  in  an  infective  condition,  only  to  resume  his  former  appallingly 
unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  for  the  reasons  set  out  above 
that  the  Authority  have  decided  to  erect  a  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Pavilion  containing  22  beds  in  the  grounds  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Heath  Lane  ;  this  will,  to  some  extent,  relieve 
the  present  conditions,  but  one  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  if 
any  further  great  advancement  is  to  be  made  in  the  prevention  of 
tuberculosis,  the  only  satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem,  shortly 
put,  is  sanatorium  treatment  for  early  non-infectious  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  cases,  and  colonisation  on  the  lines  of  Pap  worth 
for  all  “  open  ”  and  infectious  cases  of  consumption. 

WORK  OF  THE  ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

Throughout  the  year  full  benefit  has  been  derived  from  the 
particularly  well-appointed  Consulting  Room,  Dressing  Rooms  and 
Waiting  Room,  and  other  Offices  which  were  opened  last  year. 

Sessions. — The  Sessions  held  are  as  follows  : — 

Tuesdays  ...  ...  10  a. m.  to  12. 

Wednesdays  ...  ...  5.30  to  7.30  p.m. 

Saturdays  ...  ...  10  a. m.  to  12  (School 

Children). 

The  work  of  the  Anti-tuberculosis  Dispensary  has  increased 
enormously.  During  1928  there  were  104  new  cases  examined  as 
compared  with  109  during  1927,  which  represents  an  increase  of 
over  50  per  cent.  Again,  no  less  than  76  new  contacts  were 
examined  as  compared  with  57  during  the  preceding  year— this  is, 
of  course,  a  most  important  item  of  the  work  of  the  Dispensary. 


The  work  carried  out  is  summarised  as  follows  : — 


M 

F 

C 

Totals 

New  cases  examined 

59 

50 

55 

164 

New  cases  accepted  for  treatment 

28 

21 

18 

67 

New  cases  accepted  for  observation 

3 

5 

6 

14 

New  cases  not  accepted  ... 

28 

24 

31 

83 

Number  of  old  cases  re-examined 

112 

75 

60 

257 

New  Contacts  examined  ... 

7 

17 

52 

76 

No.  of  old  Contacts  re-examined 

2 

3 

9 

14 

No.  of  re -attendances 

No.  of  re -attendances  for  Ultra  Violet 

596 

549 

1,042 

2,187 

Light  Treatment 

79 

556 

1,145 

1,780 
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Classification  of  Cases  Accepted  for  Treatment  according 

to  Age  and  Type  of  Disease. 


Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non-Pulmonary 

M  F 

0—  1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1—  5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5—10 

1 

1 

7 

2 

10—15 

— 

4 

— 

- - 

15—20 

4 

4 

2 

1 

20—25 

3 

5 

— 

1 

25—35 

7 

4 

— 

1 

35—45 

6 

4 

— 

— 

45—55 

5 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 

1 

27 

22 

9 

9 

Contacts  and  Observation  Cases  arranged  per  Age  and  Sex, 


0-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

Total 

Observation  : 

Males  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Females 

— 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

10 

Contacts  : 

Males  ... 

4 

15 

6 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

32 

Females 

2 

12 

13 

4 

1 

5 

4 

3 

44 

Cases  Discharged  during  the  Year  1928. 

M 

F 

C 

Totals 

Discharged  as  “  Cured  ” 

...  4 

2 

3 

9 

Discharged  as  Non -tuberculous 

...  50 

49 

100 

199 

Cases  removed  to  other  areas 

o  •  • 

1 

2 

3 

Occupations  of  New  Cases  accepted  for  Treatment  and 

Observation. 


Occupations 

No. 

accepted 

Occupations 

No. 

accepted 

Children 

30 

Screwer 

1 

Housewives 

18 

Traveller  ... 

1 

Warehouse  Hand 

1 

Boatman  ... 

1 

Shorthand-typists 

2 

Domestic 

1 

Printer 

2 

Laundry  Worker 

1 

Casement  Makers 

2 

Dentist’s  Assistant 

1 

Machinist 

1 

Tube  Welders 

2 

Flange  Welder 

1 

Whitesmith 

1 

Electrician 

1 

Tool  Maker  and  Setter  ... 

1 

Labourers 

5 

Electrical  Engineer 

1 

Canteen  Steward 

1 

Boot-repairer 

1 

Factory  Hands 

4 

Cinema  Operator 

1 

Jeweller... 

1 

Case-hardener 

1 

Miners  ... 

5 

Iron-worker 

1 

Cast-iron  Dresser 

1 

Horse  Driver 

1 

Upholsterer 

1 

No  occupation 

4 

r>2 


Diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  increasing  number  of  patients  referred  to  the  Dispensary 
by  their  private  medical  practitioners  bears  ample  proof  of  the 
increasing  usefulness,  and  popularity  of  the  Dispensary  as  a  centre 
of  diagnosis  in  addition  to  its  being  a  clearing  station  for  Sanatorium 
cases,  and  a  means  of  continued  observation  of  contacts.  The  use 
of  the  X-ray  examination  has  been  extended  so  that  during  1928 
the  help  of  the  X-ray  was  called  upon  in  25  cases.  It  is  hoped 
to  extend  this  even  further.  There  was  also  a  very  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  sputum  examinations,  viz.,  395  as  compared  with 
288  last  year. 

Sputum  examined.—The  following  specimens  were  examined 
during  the  year 

Positive  Negative  Total 
General  Practitioners  ...  ...  28  134  162 

Dispensary  ...  ...  ...  ...  63  170  233 


91  304  395 

X-ray  Examinations.' — 25  patients  underwent  X-ray  examina¬ 
tions. 

Provision  of  Extra  Nourishment,  Medicine,  etc. 

Allowances  of  milk,  cod-liver  oil,  etc.,  are  provided  at  the 
Dispensary  to  tubercular  persons  under  the  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  257,  viz.  :  “  Patients  who  have 
received  an  adequate  course  of  Sanatorium  treatment  and  whose 
medical  condition  is  such  that,  with  the  grant  of  extra  nourish¬ 
ment,  they  may  be  expected  to  maintain  or  recover  full  working 
capacity  ;  and  patients  in  whose  case  ultimate  arrest  of  the  disease 
may  reasonably  be  anticipated,  and  who  are  waiting  for  admission 
to  a  Sanatorium.” 

No  other  form  of  treatment  is  given  at  the  Dispensary,  Insured 
patients  are  referred  to  their  own  private  practitioners  for  medicine, 
and  whatever  treatment  is  necessary. 

SUPERVISION  OF  HOME  CONDITIONS. 

This  work,  which  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  is  done  by  the 
Health  Visitors  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Senior 
Tuberculosis  Sister.  The  circumstances  and  surroundings  of  every 
notified  case  in  the  Borough  are  enquired  into  and  reported  on 
periodically  by  the  Health  Visitor  concerned.  This  information 
in  turn  is  carefully  gone  into  by  the  Tuberculosis  Sister,  who 
brings  to  the  notice  of  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  any  case 
warranting  special  investigation.  By  this  means,  given  adequate 
and  suitable  machinery,  it  should  become  possible  so  to  alter  and 
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improve  the  lot  of  the  poor  unfortunate  infective  consumptive  that 
the  possibility  of  him  or  her  infecting  others  would  be  removed. 
The  adequate  and  suitable  machinery  required  consists  in  the 
proper  rehousing  of  the  family,  and  constant  and  careful  supervision 
and  education  of  the  contacts. 

Summary  of  Visits  to  Homes  for  Dispensary  Purposes. 


M 

F 

C 

Totals 

Consultations  by  T.O. 

2 

3 

— 

5 

Home  visits  by  T.O. 

5 

9 

3 

17 

First  Visits  by  Health  Visitors 

50 

i  48 

44 

142 

Re-visits  by  Health  Visitors 

354 

347 

293 

994 

SIZES  OF  HOUSES  VISITED. 

Number  of  Rooms  in  House. 


Rooms 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6  and  over 

Cases 

3 

6 

27 

58 

32 

16 

HOME  CONDITIONS  OF  CASES  VISITED  FOR  THE 

FIRST  TIME. 


Dirty 

9 

Fairly 

Clean 

23 

Clean 

110 

Moderate 

Light 

16 

Good 

Light 

126 

Damp 

8 

Close 

24 

Through 

Back  to 

Single 

Defective 

Windows  open 

Ventilation 

Back 

Houses 

Windows 

Day  and  Night 

116 

18 

8 

5 

106 

Windows  open 

day  only 

Overcrowding 

18 

31 

SLEEPING  ARRANGEMENTS. 


Separate 

Separate  Bed  but  others 

Bedroom 

in  Room 

Others  in  Bed 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

31  Cases 

9  7  2  1  -  -  -  1 

61  28  -  2  -  -  -  - 

o4 


From  the  above  Table  of  Sleeping  Arrangements  it  is  obvious 
that  the  home  conditions  of  many  of  the  consumptives  are  deplor¬ 
able.  Thirty-one  cases  only  out  of  142  cases  visited  by  the  Health 
Visitors  for  the  first  time  had  a  separate  bedroom,  and  only  20  had 
a  separate  bed  (with  others  in  room).  Last  year  I  drew  attention 
to  these  matters,  but  this  year  conditions  are  even  worse. 

Issue  of  Shelters. 

The  Authority  at  present  have  a  few  shelters  which  are  lent 
to  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  sleeping  purposes  where 
the  garden  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  their  use.  At  the  time 
of  writing  there  is  only  one  shelter  in  use. 

Home  Nursing. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Authority  with  the 
District  Nursing  Association  for  the  home  nursing  of  necessitious 
cases. 

Co-ordination  of  Dispensary  with  other  Health  Services. 

There  is  complete  co-ordination  between  the  School  Medical, 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  services  and  the  Dispensary. 
Saturday  morning  session  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  examination 
of  children. 

Reports  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
are  furnished  weekly  to  the  appropriate  departments. 

Contacts  amongst  school  children  are  kept  continuously  under 
supervision  at  the  School  Clinic,  and  are  referred  to  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  should  any  suspicious  symptoms  or  signs  arise. 

INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 

Important  changes  have  been  made  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  the  arrangements  provided  for  sanatorium  treatment  of 
patients.  Hitherto  the  Borough  had  arranged  for  eight  beds  to 
be  reserved  for  their  early  cases  at  Knightwick  Sanatorium  and  four 
other  beds  for  similar  cases  at  Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium.  It  has 
now  been  arranged  that  all  12  beds  be  taken  at  Romsley  Hill 
Sanatorium.  This  has  the  double  advantage  of  saving  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  the  extra  journey  to  Knightwick  Sanatorium,  and 
of  saving  the  relatives  and  friends  the  long  and  rather  expensive 
journey  to  the  far  border  of  Worcestershire.  However,  it  has 
unfortunately  deprived  us  of  the  help  and  most  valuable  opinion 
of  Dr.  Gordon  Smith,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Knightwick. 

In  addition  to  Sanatorium  beds  the  Authority  retain  five 
beds  for  advanced  cases  of  Tuberculosis  at  HolJv  Lane  Santorium, 
Smethwick  ;  this  number  is  quite  inadequate  to  deal  with  our 
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advanced  cases.  Arising  out  of  a  report  dealing  with  this  matter, 
and  which  was  placed  before  the  Authority  late  in  the  year  1927 
by  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer,  the  Authority  decided  to  build 
a  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  with  accommodation  for  22  beds  for  late 
Pulmonary  cases,  in  the  grounds  of  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital, 
Heath  Lane. 

So  far  as  the  Institutional  Treatment  is  concerned  there  still 
remains  one  important  defect.  Far  too  often  a  patient,  who  is 
progressing  well,  discharges  himself  or  herself  because  the  “  three 
months  is  up,”  or  worse  still,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  has  perforce 
to  arrange  for  the  discharge  of  the  patient  in  order  that  others 
may  not  be  kept  too  long  on  the  Waiting  List.  The  majority 
of  patients,  greatly  improved  though  they  may  be  by  their  Sana¬ 
torium  treatment,  had  not  yet  reached  the  Quiescent  stage,  so 
that  their  premature  return  to  unsatisfactory  home  and  social 
surroundings  in  West  Bromwich  must  lead  sooner  or  later  to  a 
recrudescence  of  the  disease.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  in  37 /T,  Table  III, 
that  although  36  patients  had  improved  by  Sanatorium  Treatment 
in  only  five  had  the  disease  become  Quiescent. 

Sanatorium  Beds  retained  by  the  West  Bromwich  Authority 

during  the  Year  1928. 


M  F 

Totals 

Knightwick  Santorium 

6  2 

8 

Jan.  1st  to  July  31st, 

1928. 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium 

2  2 

4 

Jan.  1st  to  July  31st, 

1928. 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium 

6  6 

12 

July  31st  to  Dec.  31st, 

1928. 

Holly  Lane  Sanatorium 

2  3 

5 

Jan.  1st  to  Dec.  31st, 

1928. 

Extra  Beds  Taken  during  the 

Year. 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  %  « 

.  1 

Yardley  Road  Sanatorium 

•  •  •  *  *  % 

•  •  • 

.  1 

Pelsall  Sanatorium 

*  •  %  »  •  » 

4,  t 

.  2 

Orthopaedic  Hospital 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  2 

Hallam  Hospital 

•  •  »  •  •  % 

.  5 

Table  Showing  the  Extent  of  Residential  Treatment. 


In  Sanatorium  Jan  1st,  1928  ... 

M 

7 

F 

10 

C 

4 

Totals 

21 

Sent  during  1928 

Pulmonary 

35 

22 

5 

62 

Non -Pulmonary 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Discharged  during  1928 — 

Pulmonary 

32 

25 

4 

61 

Non  -  Pulmonary 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Died  in  Sanatorium — 

Pulmonary 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

Non-Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

In  Sanatorium  Dec.  31st,  1928 

11 

6 

4 

21 

Average  duration  of  stay  in  Sanatorium  ...  76  days. 

Average  maximum  stay  in  Sanatorium  ...  343  ,, 
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Three  male  patients  sent  to  Sanatorium  for  observation  during 
1928  were  discharged  as  non-tuberculous. 

Orthopaedics  and  Treatment  of  Non-Puknonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  Authority  as  yet  have  no  Orthopaedic  Clinic ;  arrange¬ 
ments  however  exist  with  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Birmingham, 
the  Authority  paying  part  or  whole  of  cost  of  treatment  according 
to  circumstances.  No  beds  are  retained  by  the  Authority,  but  are 
taken  as  necessity  arises. 

Synthetic  Sunlight  Treatment. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  1,780  attendances  for  Ultra 
Violet  Light  Treatment  from  patients  suffering  from  Non-Pul- 
monary  Tuberculosis.  The  importance  and  success  of  this  treat¬ 
ment  will  be  realised  from  the  fact  that  the  figures  are  almost 
50  per  cent,  above  those  of  last  year.  (For  further  details,  see 
Report  on  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic.) 

Dental  Treatment— Tuberculosis  Patients. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  Hallam 
Hospital,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry,  for  Dental  Treatment 
of  necessitous  Tubercular  patients  who  could  not  obtain  dental 
benefit  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  scheme. 

Briefly,  the  arrangements  are  as  follows 

£  s.  d. 

Extractions  under  anaesthetic  ...  10  0 

Full  upper  or  lower  dentures  ...  ...  2  10  0 

Full  set  (both  upper  and  lower  dentures)  5  0  0 

One  case  received  treatment  under  the  scheme  during  the 
year. 

Tuberculosis  Care  Work. 

There  are  no  local  arrangements. 
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Memo.  37/T.  Table  I. 

TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME  OF  THE  WEST  BROMWICH  COUNTY 

BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Return  showing;  the  work  of  the  Dispensary  during;  the  year  1928. 


Diagnosis 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Adults 
M  F 

Child ’n 
M  F 

Adults 
M  F 

Child’n 
M  F 

Adults 

1  M  F 

Child’n 
M  F 

A. — New  Cases  examined  during 
the  year  (excluding  contacts)  : 
(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

26 

17 

1 

5 

2 

4 

7 

5 

28 

21 

8 

10 

(6)  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

1 

5 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

.  — 

— 

28 

24 

21 

io- 

B. — Contacts  examined  during  the 
year  : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

(b)  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

7 

14 

24 

24 

C. — Cases  written  off  the  Dispen¬ 

sary  Register  as 

(a)  Cured  . 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

3 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  confirmed  or 
non-tuberculous  (including 

cancellation  of  cases  notified 
in  error) 

50 

49 

56 

44 

D. — -Number  of  Persons  on  Dis- 
pensarv  Register  on  Decem¬ 
ber  31st,  1927 
(a)  Diagnosis  completed 

71 

44 

4 

7 

6 

19 

35 

35 

77 

63 

39 

42 

(6)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

3 

3 

L  Number  of  persons  on  Dispensary 

Register  on  January  1st,  1928  ...  256 

2.  Number  of  patients  transferred  from 

other  areas  and  of  “  lost  sight 
of  ”  cases  returned  ...  ...  8 

3.  Number  of  patients  transferred  to 

other  areas  and  cases  “  lost  sight 
of”  .  21 

4.  Died  during  the  year  ...  ...  37 

5.  Number  of  observation  cases  under 

A  (b)  and  B  (5)  above  in  which 
period  of  observation  exceeded 
2  months  .  4 

6.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dis¬ 

pensary  (including  Contacts)  ...  4207 

7.  Number  of  attendances  of  non-pul 

monarv  cases  at  Orthopaedic  Out- 
stations  for  treatment  or  super-  app. 
vision  .  107 

8.  Number  of  attendances,  at  General  See 

Hospitals  or  other  Institutions  foot 

approved  for  the  purpose,  of  note 

patients  for 

(a)  “  Light  ”  treatment 

(b)  Other  special  forms  of  treatment 


9.  Number  of  patients  to  whom  Dental  app . 
Treatment  was  given,  at  or  in 
connection  with  the  Dispensary  12 

10.  Number  of  consultations  with  medi¬ 

cal  practitioners  : — 

(а)  At  Homes  of  Applicants  ...  5 

(б)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  92 

11.  Number  of  other  visits  by  Tuber¬ 

culosis  Officers  to  Homes  ...  18. 

12.  Number  of  visits  byNurses  or  Health 

Visitors  to  Homes  fox  Dispensary 
purposes  ...  ...  ...  1370' 

13.  Number  of 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.  ex¬ 
amined  ...  ...  ...  261 

(b)  X-rav  examinations  made, 

in  connection  with  Dispensary  work  25 

14.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  on  Dis¬ 

pensary  Register  on  the  3 1st  Dec  105 

15.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under 

Domiciliary  Treatment  on  the 
31st  December  ...  ...  ...  14 

16.  Number  of  reports  received  during 

the  year  in  respect  of  Insured 
Persons  : — 

(а)  Form  G.P,  17  ...  ...  ■ — 

(б)  Form  G.P.  36  .  25 


Of  the  4,207  attendances  at  the  Dispensary,  1,780  were  attendances  of  Dispensary  Cases  at 
the  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic  held  at  the  Dispensary. 
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(Memo.  37-T.  Table  II.) 

RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 


(A)  Average  Number  of  Beds  Available  for  Patients  during  thk  Year 

1928. 


Observa¬ 

tion 

Pulmonary  Tub'losis 

Non-Puli 

Tuberci 

monary 

llosis 

“  Sana¬ 
torium  ” 
Beds 

“  Hos¬ 
pital  ” 
Beds 

Disease  of 
Bones  and 
J  oints 

Other 

Con¬ 

ditions 

Total 

Adult  Males 

— 

7 

3 

— 

— 

10 

Adult  Females 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Children  under  15  ... 

— 

1 

— - 

2 

— 

3 

Total 

— 

13 

5 

2 

— 

20* 

(B)  Return  showing  the  Extent  of  Residential  Treatment  during  the 

Year  1928. 


In 

Insti’tions 
on  Jan.  1 

Admitted 
during  the 
year 

Discharged 
during  the 
year 

Died 
in  the 
Insti’tions 

In 

Insti’tions 
on  Dec.  31 

/^M 

7 

36 

22 

— 

11 

3 

T3 

<F 

10 

23 

25 

2 

6 

Number  of  Patients  ...  ^ 

SM 

2 

3 

3 

■  - 

2 

2 

-3  -O 

oF 

2 

3 

3 

— - 

2 

"}M 

r-H 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

3 

13 

Number  of  Observation 

Cases 

2M 

■ _ _ 

. 

- - 

-  — 

_ 

2 

uF 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Total 

21 

68 

66 

2 

21 

*  N.B. — Seventeen  beds  are  definitely  retained  by  the  Authority. 
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(Memo.  37-T.  Table  III). 

Return  Showing  the  Immediate  Results  of  Treatment  of  Patients  and  of 
Observation  of  Doubtful  Cases  Discharged  from  Residential  Institutions 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1928. 


to  the 
Institution 

Condition  at  time 
of  discharge 

Duration 

of 

Residential  Treatment  in 
the  Institution 

Total 

Under  3  1 
months  | 

3—6 

months. 

6—12 

months. 

More  than 
12  months 

M 

F 

Ch. 

M 

F 

Ch. 

M 

F 

Ch 

M 

F 

Ch. 

Quiescent 

1 

1 

2 

H  £ 

Improved 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

g?.s 

rt  5 

No  material  improvement  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

o 

Died  in  Institution  ... 

PQ  fi. 

Quiescent 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Improved 

1 

1 

cn  . 

CU  (/) 

No  material  improvement  ... 

r—<  r-~J 

o  a 

Died  in  Institution  ... 

• 

W  Ch 

Quiescent 

H^5 

Improved 

9 

1 

9 

3 

1 

23 

in  • 
in  in 

No  material  improvement  ... 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

oJ  3 

Died  in  Institution  ... 

.  CO 

PQ  ci 

Quiescent 

Improved 

1 

2 

1 

4 

C/I  • 
Ul  If 

No  material  improvement  ... 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

t— H 

o  a 

Died  in  Institution  ... 

1 

1 

9 

Quiescent  or  Arrested 

in  -q 

CD  G 

Improved 

1 

1 

2 

Ch  O 
OP, 

No  material  improvement  ... 

PQ 

Died  in  Institution  ... 

o 


tn 

w 

JT) 

o 


m 

i— i 

w 

O 

£ 

o 

« 

w 

CQ 

P 

H 

I* 

cm 

c 

£ 

o 

s 

vA 

k> 

Ph 


m 

t— ( 

t n 
O 
A 
D 
O 
& 
w 
« 

H 

cm 

c 

£ 

o 

s 

A 

p 

Ph 

£ 

o 

£ 


a! 

a 

•  T— I 
8 
P 

-o 

Xl 

< 


Quiescent  or  Arrested 
Improved 

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institution  . . . 


i~j  in 
(D  p 
X  ctj 
h->  bn 

O  ^ 
O 


Quiescent  or  Arrested 
Improved 

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institution  . . . 


03 

In  (/) 
<D  T) 

*5  q 

A-O) 

'Bo 

O, 


Quiescent  or  Arrested 
Improved 

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institution  . . . 


Under  a  1—2 

2—4 

More  than  j 

1  week  |  weeks 

weeks 

4  weeks  i 

Tuberculous 
Non -tuberculous 
Doubtful 
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(b)  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


61 


©  ■ 

w 

fH 

OH 

s3  13 

.2  S 

CO  43 

co  “ 
©  © 
CO  ><H 

co 

a.s 

r— H 

©  43 
^  0 
■+-  H 
S3  u 

»|H  © 

©  H 
53 

c3  p 
“  © 

P  2 
O  c3 
©  © 

2  -p 

03 

§£ 

©  42 
©  o 

co  © 

2  '■£ 

t-0  c3 

£  Ph 
cn  © 

S3  -p 

2  ^ 

•rt  h~< 

13  o 
ra 

Si 

Is  a 


tw 

O 

ft 

o 


© 

<s 
© 

.13  © 

S3  ^ 

O  O 

©  +3 

©  bp  J 

Sf2 


H 

o 


■*—4  r-  _J 

rap; 

>>rd  o 

2  bJO  S 
2  S3  g 
C  O  © 
£  Jh  rC 

p  M  CO 
CO  ®  rn 


S3  OO 

<31 

bp^  *43 

.2  '♦h  ?? 

£  ^ 

O  H 

^0  S3 
co  © 


S3 

o 


© 


m 


S3  © 

*H  r— < 

3  ^ 


‘m°x 

1929. 

spn-B]^)  |,BjaqdiJ9(j 

•sm3§J0  J0dlO 

q'Bntuiopqy 

squiop  pn'B  sguog 

‘W0I 

III! 

1 

1  1  1 

H  Tf  CO  O 

rH 

1 

•  | 

rH 

i 

i  i  i 

03, 

03 

1928. 

spuiq*)  jujoqdijgg 

INI 

1 

1  1  1 

r-H  <M  CO  CO 

1 

1 

r-H 

i 

i  i  i 

CO 

r-H 

•su9§jq  J9q^o 

INI 

1 

1  1  1 

1  II  1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i  i  i 

1 

qi3uimopqy 

1  1  1  1 

1 

1  1  1 

ii  r 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i  i  i 

03 

squiop  pire  sguog 

III! 

1 

1  1  1 

|  N  |  N 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i  i  i 

-H 

Woj; 

INI 

1 

03  j  | 

1  1  rH  CO 

1  1  r“^ 

1 

1 

rH 

i 

i  i  i 

O 

03 

SpU'Bf^  '[rBJ9qdlJ9cJ 

MM 

1 

03  |  | 

1  1  H  CO 

1  1  »— < 

1 

1 

1 

i 

I  i  i 

Ob 

rH1 

(M 

O 

r-H 

•subSjo  aeqiO 

1  II  I 

1 

1  I  1 

MII 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i  i  i 

1 

quuiuiopqy 

1111 

1 

1  1  1 

ll  II 

1 

1 

rH 

i 

i  i  i 

r-H 

spuiop  pti'e  seuog; 

II  II 

1 

1  1  1 

1111 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i  i  I 

1 

q^oj. 

II  II 

o-H 

l  f"H  l 

H  ©  CO  H 

r-H 

i 

rH  I 

03 

03 

1926. 

spuiq*)  p^ieqdiioj 

II  II 

- 

1  1  1 

j  -H  -H 

rH 

bb 

I 

i 

1  1  1 

t- 

•su'bSjo  JQqiO 

INI 

1 

1  1  1 

MII 

1 

rH 

I 

i 

1  1  1 

lO 

quuiinopqy 

INI 

1 

1  1  1 

II  II 

1 

l 

I 

i 

1  l  l 

1 

sqmop  pu'B  seuog 

M  ii 

I 

r  i 

H  N  (M  | 

1 

co 

1 

i 

"  1  1 

o 

1 

co 

03 

03 

pH 

© 

1— <  |  40  00 

1 

i— <  eo  J 

r-H  CO  O  H 
r-i  p-H 

c 

co 

rH 

i 

1  1  1 

03 

40 

spmqf)  I'BJeqduQj 

r-H  1  03  CO 

1 

r  i 

|  •— H  CO  CO 

1 

<N 

1 

i 

1  1  1 

03 

03 

cc 

3 

o 

•sugSjq  -loqiO 

1111 

1 

i  i  i 

j  ^H  rH  CQ 

1 

1 

l  1  1 

40 

‘> 

© 

© 

Ph 

qmquiopqy 

i  r  i 

1 

i  i  i 

J  r«H 

1 

03 

I 

i 

1  1  1 

spa  top  puu  seuog 

|  j  03  40 

1 

>— <  <N  | 

rH  rH  CO  rH 

C3 

03 

rH 

I 

1  1  1 

r-H 

03 

bD  . 

©  -P  S  H  co 

43  ©  ©  © 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

^  ^  H 

a&’Ssta' 

H 

03 

0 

T3 

<D 

.s 

<D  H 
if)  CD 

■  M 

£  .£ 

* 

23  3  43  0 

s  ©^  £  2 

d  43  _©  O  w 

U9Jp 

siIPV  ’ITO 

uajp 

sqpy  uqo 

uajp 

stipy  nqo 

o 

B 

3 

p. 

o3 

u 

CD  u 

rSi  ^ 

Is  ^ 

CD  0 

■2  o3 

l  a 

U9Jp 

sqpv  pqo 

Total 

Q  +J  H  -p  S 

•  r?  t+H  c£  ^  ?-j 

.13  O  g  c8  3 

'S  ©^  2  % 

2  S3  42  cp 

o  .2  o  ©  w 

U  -P  (D 

Disch’rg’d 

as 

cured 

Disease 

arrested 

Disease 

not 

arrested 

O 

+-> 

T) 

(V 

a 

<D 

H-H 

m 

a 

03 

4-> 

o  u 

O  Wl 

ll 

b  •© 

o  o 

M— 4  4h 

4_>  *  0 

S  s 

.SPo 
cn  a 

4->  0 

cn  h 

DEAD 

©  -P  -C 

U  P3 

HAI1V 

H 

o 

o 

r4 

62 


ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 


This  clinic,  as  previously  reported,  is  accommodated  in  the 
Anti-Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  During  the  year  the  pressure  of 
work  increased  so  greatly  that  a  second  lamp  of  the  Mercury 
Vapour  typfe  was  installed.  With  this  additional  lamp  a  double 
number  of  cases  can  be  dealt  with. 

Treatment. 

The  method  of  treatment  was  fully  described  in  the  report 
for  the  year  1927. 

Sessions. 

Three  days  a  week,  namely,  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday, 
have  been  devoted  during  the  year  to  Light  Sessions,  care  being 
taken  to  keep  separate  sessions  for  School,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  and  Tubercular  cases. 

Records. 

Records  of  each  case  have  been  kept  on  a  new  form  devised 
upon  recommendations  made  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  ;  these  records  show  the  height,  weight,  etc.,  of  each 
natient  attending  the  clinic,  so  that  it  is  easy  to  see  at  a  glance 
whether  general  benefit  is  being  obtained  from  the  treatment. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  cases  undergoing  treatment 
during  the  year  ;  cases  discharged,  and  the  results  of  treatment. 

REPORT  ON  ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY  TREATMENT 


—YEAR 

1928. 

Cases  on  Books,  1st  January,  1928 

•  •  • 

41 

Cases  added  during  the  Year  ... 

•  •  • 

...  142 

Total  Cases  receiving  Treatment 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

183 

Cases  discharged 

*  •  « 

*>  •  • 

113 

Cases  on  Books,  31st  December,  1928 

•  •  • 

70 

Total  Attendances 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5,304 

The  following  table  indicates 

the  distribution 

of  the  total 

cases  between  the  various  Health  services 

M.  &  C.W.  1 

Tuber- 

School 

Total 

culosis 

Cases  ...  ...  55 

51 

77 

183 

Attendances  ...  1,249 

1,780 

2,275 

5,304 
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The  following  cases  were  treated  and  discharged  during  the 
period  under  review  : — 


Infant  Welfare  Centre  Cases. 


Much 

Im- 

No  im- 

Failed 

Left 

Cured 

im¬ 

proved 

proved 

prove 

ment 

to 

attend 

Dis¬ 

trict 

Babies  r 

Rickets 

10 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Malnutrition. . . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Debility 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pre -tubercular 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Marasmus 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Anaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spinal  Disease 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Impetigo 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— • 

— 

Mother  : 

Chlorosis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

23 

6 

& 

2 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Cases. 


Much 

Im- 

No  im- 

Un- 

Failed 

Cured 

im¬ 

proved 

proved 

prove 

ment 

suit¬ 

able 

to 

attend 

Glandular  T.B. 

5 

9 

8 

3 

2 

1 

Lupus 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Abdominal  T.B. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Empyaema 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.B.  Sinuses 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

9 

10 

5 

2 

1 

School  Clinic  Cases. 


Much 

Im- 

No  im- 

Un- 

Failed 

Cured 

im¬ 

proved 

proved 

prove - 
ment 

suit¬ 

able 

to 

attend 

Otorrhoea 

Corneal 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— — 

1 

Ulceration... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Debility 

Chronic  Sore 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

(leg) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— • 

Anaemia 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- - 

Goitre 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Cervical  Glands 
(non-tuberculous) 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- - 

Catarrh 

Early  Rheuma- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

tism 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Psoriasis 

Impetigo  of 

1 

— 

- - 

■ "  1 

— 

" 

scalp 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

18 

9 

1 

1 
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The  following  cases  are  continuing  treatment  :• — 


M.  &  C.W.  Cases 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

School  Cases 

Rickets 

14 

Lupus 

7 

Abscesses  ... 

1 

General  Debility  ... 

2 

T.B.  Cervical 

Cervical  Glands— 

Glands 

7 

(non-tuberculous) 

9 

T.B.  Mesenterica 

1 

Alopecia 

5 

T.B.  Spine... 

1 

Otorrhoea 

2 

T.B.  Knee... 

1 

Eczema 

1 

T.B.  Sternum 

1 

Pre  -tuberculous  . . . 

4 

Anaemia 

2 

Catarrh 

2 

Debility 

4 

Goitre  ... 

2 

Rheumatism 

2 

Retinitis  ... 

1 

Corneal  Ulceration 

1 

Total 

16 

Total  ...  18 

Total 

36 

Summarising  these  results  of  treatment,  and  from  experience 
gained  in  the  Sunlight  Clinic,  it  is  obvious  that  all  diseases,  and  all 
conditions  are  not  benefited  by  Artificial  Light.  The  cases  found 
to  do  best  are  Rickets,  Tubercular  Glands  of  Neck,  Lupus,  Non- 
Tubercular  Cervical  Adenitis  (after  all  sources  of  sepsis  have  been 
removed)  cases  of  Ansemia  and  cases  of  debility  following  acute 
illnesses.  We  have  tried  experiments  with  other  types  of  cases, 
and  have  had  groups  of  Catarrhal  children,  groups  of  Rheumatic 
children,  groups  of  children  with  simple  Goitres,  and  children 
suffering  with  various  skin  diseases,  but  apart  from  the  general 
tonic  effect  there  has  been  little  or  no  improvement  in  the  con¬ 
dition  for  which  they  have  been  given  the  exposures  to  the  Light. 

This  year  I  am  including  a  Photograph  showing  the  bony 
condition  of  a  case  of  Rickets  immediately  before,  and  after  a 
course  of  treatment,  as  it  will  be  interesting  particularly  to  the 
members  of  the  M.  and  C.W.  Committee  to  see  exactly  what  good 
is  being  done  by  the  Light  Clinic  for  many  of  the  infants  of  the 
town.  The  photo  on  the  left-hand  side  shows  the  bony  condition 
of  one  of  the  child’s  wrists  on  the  9th  July,  1928  ;  the  one  on  the 
right,  shows  the  same  wrist,  the  bone  being  absolutely  healed  on 
the  15th  October,  1928.  In  other  words,  the  child  was  cured 
without  any  rickety  deformity  developing  after  three  months’ 
Light  treatment.  No  subsidiary  or  other  forms  of  treatment 
were  given,  and  the  mother  fed  the  baby  in  exactly  the  same 
manner,  and  with  exactly  the  same  food  as  she  had  done  prior  to 
treatment  being  commenced. 

I  would  like  to  state  that  of  the  24  cases  of  Rickets  under 
treatment  during  the  year  this  was  the  worst  case. 


X-RAY  PHOTOGRAPH 


OF 

WRIST  BONES  IN  CASE  OF  RICKETS. 


Before  Treatment 
9-7-28. 


After  Treatment 
15-10-28. 
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TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  1928  and  previous  Ten  Years, 


j© 

•  'TS 

QS  „• 

P?  S  | 

.  0  >5 

Nett  Births 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  district. 

Births  and  Deaths, 
Illegitimate 

Under  1  yr. 

At  all  Ages. 

Children 

Year 

6  43  I" 

•  S  Q 

J-J  § 

c3  «+-i 

a  a  o 

O  .0 
pj  +3 

^  02 

© 

Number 

$ 

cS 

Ps 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

GQ 

1 

•pH 

43 

Nett  deaths  i 

under  1  year, 

lyeain  rate  un¬ 

der  1  year  per 
1,000  Illegiti¬ 

mate  Births 

1918 

75,410 

1,653 

20.9 

187 

113.1 

1,323 

19.7 

78 

16 

205 

1919 

72,814 

1,717 

23.4 

177 

103.0 

1,052 

15.0 

61 

15 

245 

1920 

73,761 

2,371 

32.6 

259 

109.2 

997 

13.7 

92 

24 

260 

1921 

75,300 

2,156 

28.6 

209 

96.9 

954 

12.6 

76 

23 

302 

1922 

76,260 

1,940 

24.1 

172 

88.6 

1,079 

14.1 

78 

11 

141 

1923 

77,600 

1,866 

24.17 

164 

87.8 

973 

12.5 

56 

10 

178 

1924 

78,790 

1,862 

23.65 

165 

88.6 

962 

12.2 

40 

7 

175 

1925 

79,490 

1,821 

22.9 

180 

98.8 

950 

11.9 

48 

10 

95 

1926 

79,920 

1,804 

22.6 

143 

79.2 

874 

10.9 

55 

9 

163 

1927 

81,140 

1,643 

20.2 

176 

107 

1,015 

12.4 

45 

6 

133 

10  years 
average. 

77,042 

1,883 

24.31 

183 

97.2 

1,017 

13.5 

62 

13 

189 

1928 

80,680 

.  1,686 

21 

126 

74.7 

843 

10.5 

34 

6 

176 

TABLE  II.— Ward  Statistics,  1928. 


Wards. 

Population  | 
Mid-June,  j 

1928 

Dwellings,  I 

Census 

1921 

Rooms  per  | 

person, 
Census  1921  | 

Persons 
per  Acre, 
1921 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Infants’  i 

deaths  1 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

'n  m 

©  r-< 

+3 

© 

Birth  Rate 

Sandwell 

7,590 

1,555 

1.11 

5.7 

69 

9.0 

6 

73.1 

82 

10.8 

Lyndon 

7,889 

1,036 

0.90 

3.3 

81 

10.2 

19 

87.1 

218 

27.6 

NE  1 

Tantany 

11,718 

2,122 

0.91 

35.2 

120 

10.2 

20 

76.9 

264 

22.5 

Hill  Top  ... 

10,463 

1,935 

0.78 

11.9 

114 

10.8 

19 

71.7 

265 

25.2 

Hamstead  ... 

1,380 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5.7 

3 

166.6 

18 

13.0 

Spon  Lane  . . . 

9,440 

1,800 

0.85 

30.8 

120 

12.7 

13 

65.6 

198 

20.9 

SW 

Lyng 

11,689 

2,271 

0.86 

27.8 

109 

9.3 

9 

43.6 

206 

17.6 

Town  Hall  ... 

9.616 

1,948 

0.98 

38.5 

97 

10.0 

17 

94.9 

179 

19.0 

.  Greets  Green 

10,895 

1,996 

0.76 

17.2 

125 

10.1 

20 

78.1 

256 

23.4 

TABLE  III,- 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
lor  the  Year  1928. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Miss  Hazel  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Thirtieth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Department  under  my  charge. 

Owing  to  the  increased  duties  devolving  upon  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  consequence  of  new  legislation  and  Regulations  made 
thereunder,  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  on  with  the  existing 
Inspectorial  Staff  which  actually  was  the  same  in  number  as  when 
I  was  first  appointed  thirty  years  ago,  our  difficulties  being 
accentuated  by  the  extension  of  the  Borough  in  April  last.  It 
was,  therefore,  decided  that  F.  A.  Oakes,  the  senior  member  of 
the  Clerical  staff,  should  be  made  a  Probationary  Inspector  and  the 
boy  in  charge  of  the  weighing  machine  at  Black  Lake  be  transferred 
to  the  office.  This  rearrangement  has  proved  very  satisfactory, 
and  the  members  of  the  Inspecting  Staff,  Messrs.  W.  W.  Foakes, 
G.  H.  Shaw,  J.  E.  Austin,  aided  by  F.  A.  Oakes,  have  loyally 
co-operated  with  me  in  every  respect. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  report  which  follows,  marked 
advances  in  every  section  of  the  work  have  been  made  and  the 
total  number  of  inspections  of  all  classes — 31,045- — is  extremely 
satisfactory. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

House-to-house  Inspections. 

The  District  Inspectors  have  continued  the  customary  sys¬ 
tematic  Inspections  required  by  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910. 

In  District  1  the  few  remaining  houses  in  Spon  Lane  Ward 
were  examined  and  the  southerly  portion  of  Lyng  Ward. 

In  District  2  the  eastern  sides  of  Oldbury  Road  and  White¬ 
hall  Road,  houses  in  Great  Bridge  Street,  Charles  Street,  Ryders 
Green  Road,  Greets  Green  Road,  Tasker  Street  and  Tinsley  Street 
were  inspected. 
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In  District  3,  the  rural  portion  of  Lyndon  Ward,  the  Charle- 
mont  Housing  Estate,  and  the  whole  of  Barr  Ward  were  surveyed  ; 
whilst  in  District  4  other  portions  of  Lyndon  Ward  were  dealt 
with. 

Of  the  houses  examined  a  much  smaller  proportion  than  is 
usual  were  situate  in  our  scheduled  unhealthy  areas,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  quite  a  large  number  were  relatively  modern  in 
character. 

In  all  2,200  houses  situate  in  77  streets  were  inspected,  and 
particulars  as  to  their  circumstances  will  be  found  in  Table  2. 

From  such  particulars  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  2,200  houses, 
2,021  were  working  class  dwellings  and  179  were  business  premises 
or  houses  of  a  superior  character. 

Nineteen  hundred  and  forty-five  houses  were  of  the  through 
type,  and  255  of  the  back-to-back  or  “  single  ”  varieties.  Fifty- 
three  houses  had  a  single  bedroom,  872  had  two  bedrooms,  whilst 
1,275  had  three  or  more  bedrooms.  The  ascertained  population 
was  10,387,  or  an  average  of  4.7  per  house. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  houses  or  7.3  per  cent,  had  more  than 
two  inmates  per  room,  and  were  therefore  deemed  to  be  over¬ 
crowded  on  the  basis  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General’s  basis. 

In  266  cases  or  11.2  per  cent,  there  were  cases  of  two  or  more 
families  residing  in  houses  intended  for  the  use  of  one  family 
only. 

The  percentages  under  these  heads  in  1927  were  :  overcrowding 
14.6,  and  two-or-more-family  occupancy  14.5  per  cent. 

This  apparently  marked  improvement  is  due  almost  wholly 
to  the  fact  that  the  houses  inspected  in  1928,  were  larger  in  type, 
and  had  a  greater  number  of  bedrooms. 

As  I  pointed  out  in  the  interim  report  I  submitted  last  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  actual  progress  made  is  relatively  very  slight  in  character. 

Taking  the  actual  1,161  houses  which  were  inspected  six  or 
seven  years  ago  and  again  in  1928,  there  were  only  15  cases  of 
overcrowding  and  7  cases  of  two-or-more-family  occupancy  fewer 
in  the  last-named  year,  or  in  round  figures,  the  effect  of  the  Housing 
activities  of  the  Council  so  far  as  these  particular  1,161  houses 
are  concerned  has  been  that  two  cases  of  overcrowding  and  one 
case  of  two-or-more-family  occupancy  have  been  dealt  with  in 
each  year. 
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This  lack  of  real  improvement  is  still  more  strikingly  mani¬ 
fested  if  attention  be  directed  to  the  smaller  and  poorer  type  of 
house,  and  I  brought  under  your  notice  two  instances  in  this, 
respect. 

On  the  south  side  of  Greets  Green  Road  35  houses  were 
examined.  The  population  was  268  or  7.7  per  house,  the  number 
of  cases  of  two-or-more-family  occupancy  13  or  37.1  per  cent., 
14  houses  or  49  per  cent,  being  overcrowded.  In  one  four-roomed 
house  there  were  living  and  sleeping  19  persons. 

The  whole  of  the  houses  (13  in  number)  in  Exchange  Street 
were  also  inspected.  These  13  cottages  house  25  families,  compris¬ 
ing  a  total  population  of  121  persons  or  9.3  per  house,  there 
being  12  more  inmates  than  in  1922.  Nine  of  the  houses  or  69.2 
per  cent,  were  occupied  by  two  or  more  families,  and  7  houses  or 
33.8  per  cent,  were  overcrowded.  In  three  of  the  houses  there 
were  three  families,  and  in  six  of  the  houses  two  families. 

At  the  time  of  inspection,  circumstances  in  the  365  munici¬ 
pally-owned  houses  on  the  Charlemont  Estate  were  distinctly 
more  favourable  than  was  the  case  with  the  Tantany  houses  when 
they  were  examined  a  few  years  ago.  The  ascertained  population 
in  the  Charlemont  houses  was  1,825,  or  exactly  five  per  house. 
Thirty-two  of  the  houses  were  occupied  by  two  or  more  families,, 
and  only  five  were  technically  overcrowded. 

The  figures  obtained  for  Barr  Ward  were  not  without  interest. 
Of  the  263  houses,  all,  with  a  single  exception,  where  a  change  of 
tenancy  was  taking  place,  were  occupied.  The  total  population 
was  1,344  or  5.1  per  house.  The  number  of  cases  of  two-or-more- 
family  occupation  was  44  or  16.8  per  cent.,  the  number  of  cases 
of  overcrowding  28  or  10.7  per  cent.  In  the  Colliery  Village  of 
Hamstead,  which  comprises  161  out  of  the  263  houses  in  the  Ward, 
conditions  v/ere  even  less  satisfactory.  The  population  was  932 
or  5.8  per  house  ;  the  number  of  cases  of  two-or-more-family 
occupation  37  or  23  per  cent.,  and  there  were  26  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  or  16.1  per  cent. 

Of  the  2,200  houses  62  or  2.8  per  cent,  were  scheduled  as  unfit 
for  habitation,  212  or  9.6  per  cent.,  comprising  most  of  the  single 
and  back-to-back  houses,  as  falling  below  a  reasonable  standard  ; 
377  or  17.8  per  cent,  as  in  a  seriously  defective  state  of  repair  ; 
in  499  cases  or  22.6  per  cent,  cleansing  and  repairs  of  a  minor 
character  where  requisite,  whilst  in  1,050  cases  or  47.7  per  cent, 
the  premises  were  in  a  fair  or  good  condition. 

One  very  unusual  circumstance  of  the  routine  inspections 
was  the  number  of  houses  unsewered  and  with  privy  middens. 
This,  of  course,  is  due  solely  to  the  inclusion  of  the  added  area  in 
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the  returns.  It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  you  that  conditions  as 
regards  drainage  and  sanitary  accommodation  in  Barr  Ward  are 
most  deplorable. 

Particulars  ascertained  as  a  result  of  the  visits  were  duly 
recorded  on  the  housing  cards  and  intimation  notices  given  to  owners 
where  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  discovered,  the  number  of 
responses  thereto  being  gratifyingly  large. 

Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Included  under  this  heading  are  investigations  of  complaints 
received  (381  in  number)  and  periodical  inspections  of  court  yards 
where  sanitary  or  other  conveniences  are  used  in  common.  The 
total  number  of  such  miscellaneous  inspections  made  during  the 
year  was  12,144. 

Notices  served  and  Legal  Proceedings  Instituted. 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  preliminary  or  intima¬ 
tion  notices  relating  to  6.902  houses  were  served,  the  number  of 
re-inspections  being  10,645. 

Acting  in  accordance  with  your  instructions  609  statutory 
notices  were  served,  of  which  571  were  issued  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  and  38  under  the  Housing  or  Local  Acts. 

Two  summonses  were  issued  for  failure  to  comply  with  notices 
to  repair  houses.  Adjournments  were  applied  for,  and  the  work 
having  been  executed  the  summonses  were  withdrawn  on  payment 
of  costs.  A  third  summons  was  also  issued  on  the  occupier  of  a 
house  for  permitting  overcrowding.  In  this  case  an  order  for 
abatement  was  made  and  occupier  ordered  to  pay  costs. 

Sanitary  Improvements  effected. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  as  a  result  of  notices 
served  was  8,164. 

The  number  of  sanitary  improvements  was  8,214. 

One  thousand  and  three  houses  were  cleansed,  whitewashed, 
distempered  or  repapered,  repairs  to  the  internal  woodwork, 
plastering  or  brickwork  of  the  interiors  of  1,198  also  being  effected 
and  858  roofs  were  made  weathertight.  Defective  spouting  was 
renewed  or  repaired  in  617  instances,  whilst  external  brickwork 
was  repointed  or  covered  with  impervious  coating  in  387  cases. 
Six  hundred  and  sixty-four  washhouses  or  other  outbuildings  were 
limewashed  or  repaired,  and  276  brick  sinks  were  repaired  or 
replaced  with  earthenware  sinks.  In  nine  cases  earthenware 
sinks  were  provided  by  us  in  default  of  compliance  with  notices, 
similar  action  being  taken  as  regarded  a  case  of  defective  drainage. 
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Forty-five  insanitary  dry  ashpits  were  abolished  and  gal¬ 
vanized  ashbins  substituted.  Thirteen  hundred  and  sixty -four 
new  ashbins  were  provided  to  replace  worn-out  ones  of  which  26 
were  supplied  by  us  in  default. 

One  improvement  which  we  should  like  to  see  become  universal 
was  made  by  an  owner  who  provided  each  of  two  houses  with  a 
separate  washhouse  and  water  closet,  where  previously  conveniences 
of  this  character  had  been  used  in  common,  thereby  making  each 
house  self-contained. 

Although  a  detailed  study  of  the  list  of  sanitary  improvements 
affords  reason  for  congratulation,  yet  unfortunately  as  regards  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  no  progress  can  be  reported. 

Including  the  houses  which  were  inspected  during  the  sys¬ 
tematic  survey,  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  coming  under 
our  notice  was  191.  In  152  of  these  houses,  all  of  a  small  type, 
the  extent  of  the  overcrowding  was  most  marked.  In  80  instances 
there  were  10  or  more  inmates  ;  68  houses  had  two  or  more  families 
residing  therein,  there  being  in  14  instances  three  families  in  the 
house. 

The  absence  of  any  alternative  accommodation  for  residents 
of  the  character  occupying  these  dwellings  made  the  service  of 
notices  more  or  less  futile  in  character  and  actually  we  served  only 
nine  of  such  notices.  One  hundred  and  eightv-nine  intimation 
notices  were  addressed  to  occupiers  with  respect  to  the  filthy 
state  of  sanitary  conveniences,  the  improper  keeping  of  animals, 
etc. 


WORK  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1925. 

Some  further  work,  including  the  preparation  of  Reference 
Book,  etc.,  was  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
Improvement  Scheme  for  the  Cooper  Hill  Street  and  Virgins* 
End  Area,  the  details  of  the  scheme  having  been  approved  by  the 
Council. 

Thirty  Closing  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  and  one 
Closing  Order  was  determined.  Six  Demolition  Orders  were  made, 
and  in  14  cases  houses  were  demolished.  This  is  the  largest  number 
demolished  in  any  given  year  since  the  termination  of  the  war, 
but  as  indicated  in  previous  reports,  only  represents  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  of  houses  which,  but  for  the  prevalent  overcrowding  and 
shortage  of  accommodation,  would  be  abolished.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  133  houses,  all  with  but  a  few  exceptions 
occupied,  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  are  operative,  31 
Demolition  Orders  also  being  operative  with  respect  to  these 
houses. 
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Thirty-one  Notices  relating  to  38  houses  were  served  under 
Section  3  of  the  Act,  requiring  owners  to  make  dwellings  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  FOOD 

SUPPLY. 

The  new  arrangement  made  last  year  for  the  three  District 
Inspectors  to  deal  with  the  Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops 
in  their  respective  districts  has  been  continued,  and  with  most 
satisfactory  results. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  visits  were  paid 
to  slaughterhouses  and  2,376  to  butchers’  shops. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  from  cottagers  of  inten¬ 
tion  to  slaughter  pigs  was  426,.  as  compared  with  148  in  1927. 
In  practically  every  instance  the  carcase  was  inspected. 

In  51  instances  (4  generalised  and  47  localised)  bovine  carcases, 
and  in  72  instances  (1  generalised  and  71  localised)  pigs  carcases, 
or  123  instances  in  all,  tuberculosis  was  found  to  be  present. 

No  seizures  were  necessary,  the  carcases  affected  being  sur¬ 
rendered  in  every  case. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  food  stuffs  surrendered  or  destroyed. 
Unsound  or  diseased  meat — 


lbs. 

Beef 

4,185 

Pork 

1,482 

Meat 

213 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs 

5,880 

=  2 

12 

2 

0. 

Fish — 

Herrings 

37 

Plaice 

...  93 

Mackerel  . . . 

126 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

256 

2 

1 

4 

Poultry,  etc. — 

Fowls 

14 

Rabbit 

4 

lbs. 

18 

18 

Tinned  Foods — 

Corned  Beef 

79 

Fish 

21 

Milk 

23 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

123 

=  0 

1 

0 

11 

2 


16 


0 


5 
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The  number  of  Magistrates’  Orders  obtained  for  condemnation 
was  76. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  pig-dealer  for  failing  to 
give  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  pigs,  and  a  fine  of  40s.  and  costs 
was  imposed. 

There  are  at  present  27  slaughterhouses  on  the  Register,  of 
which  13  are  subject  to  an  annual  licence. 


INSPECTION  OF  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  workshops  and  bakehouses  on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  193.  Circular  letters  respecting  the 
periodical  limewashing  of  bakehouses  were  dispatched  twice  during 
the  year,  and  the  premises  subsequently  visited.  Prompt  attention 
as  a  rule  was  given  to  such  circular  letters. 

Seven  notices  were  received  from  the  Home  Office,  having 
reference  to  workshops  and  to  factories.  The  firms  responsible 
were  communicated  with,  and  where  not  already  completed,  the 
necessary  works  were  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


INSPECTION  OF  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

Three  applications  were  received  for  registration  of  cowsheds, 
24  for  purveying  raw  milk.  29  oersons  applying  to  be  registered  as 
■purveyors  of  bottled  (sterilized)  milk,  and  with  the  exception  of 
five  applications  to  sell  raw  milk  from  small  general  shops,  the 
whole  of  the  foregoing  applications  were  granted. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  27  cow¬ 
sheds  and  205  dairies  and  milkshops  or  persons  residing  outside 
the  district. 

One  very  noticeable  feature  of  the  year  was  the  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  Graded  Milks  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order.  These  included  Certified 
Milk  (Dealer’s  Licence),  1  ;  Grade  A  (Bottling  Licences),  2  ;  Pas¬ 
teurized  (Bottling  Licence),  1  ;  Grade  A  (Dealers’  Licences),  9 
and  5  Supplementary  Licences  ;  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested),  2  ; 
Grade  A  1  and  Pasteurized  1,  or  19  in  all  as  compared  with  4  in 
1927.  The  amount  received  for  fees  was  £8  7s.  Od. 

Four  samples  of  Certified  Milk,  6  samples  of  Grade  A  Milk, 
and  2  samples  of  Pasteurized  Milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  Bacteriological  analysis.  Three  of  the  four  samples  of  Certified 
gave  excellent  results,  but  the  fourth  gave  a  rather  high  bacterial 
count.  Only  one  of  the  samples  of  Grade  A  Milk  exceeded  the 
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standard  figure,  and  in  this  case  the  County  Authorities  were 
communicated  with.  The  first  sample  of  Pasteurized  Milk  which 
was  taken  at  the  request  of  the  producer  who  wished  to  test  his 
plant  prior  to  running,  proved  to  he  most  unsatisfactory,  but  a 
second  sample  taken  later  gave  a  remarkably  low  bacterial  count. 
An  autoclave  and  the  necessary  glassware,  etc.,  having  been 
purchased,  it  is  hoped  that  milks,  other  than  graded  types,  may  be 
tested  in  the  near  future  in  our  own  laboratory. 

Messrs.  Dawes  and  Son  have  made  their  usual  quarterly  exami¬ 
nations  of  the  milch  cows  in  the  Borough,  and  their  reports  indicate 
continued  improvement  in  the  health  and  appearance  of  the 
cows. 

Two  cases  were  reported  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and 
in  both  instances  the  animals  were  slaughtered  and  found  to  be 
suffering  hom  generalised  tuberculosis.  The  minimum  com¬ 
pensation  of  £2  5s.  Od.  was  paid  in  each  case,  the  amounts  received 
by  way  of  salvage  be'ng  £2  4s.  2d.  and  £1  respectively. 


WORK  UNDER  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AND  FERTILISERS 

AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  143  samples  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  and  handed  to  the  Borough  Analyst. 

Details  as  to  the  results  of  analysis  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Borough  Analyst  appended  hereto.  One  of  the  samples 
was  found  to  be  adulterated,  having  been  taken  from  a  float  in 
the  street,  and  it  being  stated  that  the  milk  in  question  had  been 
delivered  as  received  from  a  churn  delivered  at  the  Railway  Station. 
I  subsequently  attended  at  the  Station  and  took  two  samples  from 
the  churns  in  course  of  delivery  from  the  farmer  concerned.  These 
samples  also  being  reported  to  contain  added  water.  I  visited, 
in  company  with  a  District  Inspector,  a  farm  at  Walcot,  near 
Shrewsbury,  where  it  was  arranged  that  a  sample  should  be  taken 
after  milking.  Upon  further  investigations  it  appeared  that  the 
milk  cooler  was  leaking,  and  that  the  quantity  of  water  escaping 
was  sufficient  to  account  for  the  amount  found  in  the  sample. 
This  view  was  adopted  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  when  p~o- 
ceedings  were  taken,  and  the  summons  was  dismissed  on  payment 
of  costs. 

Two  informal  samples  were  taken  under  the  Fertilisers  and 
Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  and  in  neither  case  were  the  statements  as 
to  composition  contained  on  the  label  or  invoice  confirmed  by 
analysis.  The  subject  was  taken  up  with  the  respective  manu¬ 
facturers  and  undertakings  that  greater  care  should  be  exercised 
obtained. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  Register  of  Offensive  Trades 
is  now  106,  the  trades  registered  comprising  Bone  Boiler  and  Fat 
Melter,  1  ;  Fat  Melter,  1  ;  Fish  Friers,  104. 

Four  applications  were  made  to  establish  the  trade  of  Fish 
Friers,  all  of  which  were  granted  ;  three  applications  to  establish 
the  trade  of  a  Fat  Melter,  one  of  which  was  granted  and  the  other 
two  refused,  proceedings  being  authorised  with  respect  to  one  of 
the  last-named  cases,  but  the  business  was  subsequently  dis¬ 
continued. 

Owing  to  complaints  and  a  representation  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  proceedings  were  authorised  with  respect  to  the  Bone 
Boiling  and  Fat  Melting  establishment,  and  the  case  was  pending 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  LET  IN 

LODGINGS. 

The  licences  for  the  two  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses 
were  renewed,  and  the  houses  have  been  kept  under  constant 
supervision.  There  has  been  an  increasing  tendency  to  sub¬ 
divide  larger  premises  and  let  them  to  separate  families.  In  such 
cases  occupiers  have  been  called  upon  to  supply  particulars  in  order 
that  the  premises  might  be  registered  as  houses-let-in-lodgings. 
In  all  there  are  now  17  on  the  Register.  A  large  number  of  repairs 
and  alterations  have  taken  place  in  connection  with  these  sub-let 
houses. 

Sanitary  Supervision  of  Theatres,  Music  Halls,  etc. 

The  usual  inspections  of  the  local  theatres  and  cinemas  have 
taken  place,  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Magistrates  or  Watch 
Committee  as  occasion  required.  Several  defects  which  required 
attention  were  subsequently  dealt  with. 

Rents  Restriction  Acts. 

Two  applications  were  made  for  certificates  under  the  Rents 
Restriction  Acts  both  of  which  were  granted. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

Smallpox  cases  again  necessitated  the  expenditure  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  time  in  tracing  and  keeping  contacts  under 
supervision.  Assistance  was  also  rendered  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  in  connection  with  other  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  rooms  were  disinfected. 
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Work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act, 

The  continued  absence  of  any  available  Institution  has  once 
more  precluded  effective  action  to  deal  with  the  increasing  number 
of  cases  of  alleged  Mental  Deficiency  which  have  been  brought 
under  my  notice. 

In  one  instance  a  girl  was  sent  to  a  Home  in  Northampton 
for  purposes  of  safety,  and  the  Northampton  Authorities  subse¬ 
quently  presented  a  petition  and  obtained  an  order  for  the  detention 
of  the  patient  in  the  Home  in  question. 

I  conveyed  another  girl  to  a  Home  in  Birmingham,  but  no 
petition  was  presented  in  this  instance. 

A  petition,  however,  was  presented  with  respect  to  F.E.W., 
and  this  girl  was  subsequently  taken  by  me  to  St.  Mary’s  Home, 
Alton,  Hants. 

Visits  were  paid  not  only  to  suspected  cases  of  Mental 
Deficiencv  but  also  to  the  residences  of  former  inmates  of  institutions 
who  had  been  discharged. 


REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  NTGHTSOIL  AND  DRY  REFUSE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1928  there  were  approximately  450 
privies  or  privy  pails  and  15.150  water  closets  in  connection  with 
dwelling  houses,  public  buildings  and  works  in  the  Borough. 


Removal  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  from  Privies  and  Cesspools. 

In  consequence  of  the  unsewered  condition  of  the  added  area 
the  percentage  of  houses  with  privies  has  risen  from  0.9  to  2.3, 
whilst  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cesspools  from 
12  to  65.  Excepting  for  a  few  cases  where  occupiers  of  cottages 
or  farms  empty  their  privies  and  utilise  the  contents  for  manurial 
purpose",  the  whole  of  the  contents  of  privies  and  cesspools  were 
removed  by  the  Department. 

The  number  of  emptyings  of  privy  pails  was  1,680,  and  of 
middens  or  privy  cisterns  469.  The  number  of  loads  removed 
from  privy  middens,  pails  and  cisterns  being  1,393,  and  the  esti¬ 
mated  weight  1,678  tons.  In  1927  the  number  of  loads  removed 
was  633  and  the  estimated  tonnage  699. 

The  largest  proportion  of  this  refuse  was  deposited  on  agri¬ 
cultural  land,  the  remainder  being  tipped  in  a  disused  quarry  at 
Hamstead. 
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The  cost  of  this  branch  of  the  work  was  £584,  the  details 
being  as  follows  : — 


Fillers’  Wages 
Transport  Charges 

Wednesbury  Corporation  for  emptying 
Works  privy... 

Rent  of  tip 
Cesspool  Pnmp  ... 

Construction  of  road  to  tip 
Implements,  repairs  and  incidentals  ... 


£ 

163 

231 

6 

26 

60 

82 

16 


The  cost  in  1927  was  £246. 


584 


Removal  of  Dry  Refuse. 

The  approximate  number  of  ashbins  emptied  weekly  was 
13,250,  the  number  of  dry  ashpits  in  connection  with  water  closets, 
which  are  scavenged  at  less  frequent  intervals,  being  360. 

“  Ford  Tonners  ”  hired  from  the  Motor  Transport  Depart¬ 
ment,  have  again  been  exclusively  employed  for  the  removal  of 
this  class  of  refuse,  three  fillers  being  attached  to  each  lorry. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  number  of  houses  in  the 
Borough  the  total  tonnage  shows  a  slight  reduction  on  the  figure 
for  the  preceding  year,  the  figures  for  the  last  four  years  being  as 
follows  :  1925,  19,640  ;  1926,  23,122  ;  1927,  22,594  ;  1928,  22,584. 

The  tonnage  figures  for  last  year  are  made  up  as  follows  : 
Ashbin  refuse,  20,306  tons  ;  ashpit  refuse,  1,075  tons  ;  Hallam 
House  and  Wigmore  Schools,  1,026  tons  ;  and  trade  refuse,  177 
tons. 


Our  gross  collection  costs  amounted  to  £6,817  as  compared  with 
£6,642  in  1927  ;  £6,635  in  1926  ;  £5,841  in  1925  ;  £5,960  in  1924  ; 
and  £6,558  in  1923. 

Our  gross  cost  of  collection  per  ton  was  6s.  0.7d.  as  compared 
with  5s.  11. Id.  per  ton  in  1927,  but  this  slight  increase  cannot  be 
regarded  as  unsatisfactory  having  regard  to  the  increased  number 
of  houses  from  which  refuse  has  had  to  be  collected. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  dry  refuse  collection  costs  : — 

£ 

Wages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,508 

Lorry  Hire  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,271 

Implements  and  Repairs  ...  ...  36 

Incidentals  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


£6,817 
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Transport  costs  per  ton  (including  driver’s  wages)  amounted 
to  2s.  10. 7d. 

The  cost  of  collection  per  ton  of  ashbin  refuse  was  6s.  0.9d., 
dry  ashpit  refuse  5s.  9.5d.  per  ton,  and  Hallam  House  and  Wigmore 
Schools  refuse  5s.  5.6d.  per  ton. 

The  collection  of  refuse  from  a  house  with  an  ashbin  cost 
7s.  7d.  per  ton,  and  that  from  a  house  with  an  ashpit  12s.  11. 5d.  ; 
the  respective  yields  of  refuse  being  25.2  cwt.  and  42.7  cwt. 

The  estimated  yield  of  refuse  from  a  house  with  a  privy  or 
cesspool  was  85.8  cwt.,  and  the  cost  30s.  7.9d.  per  house  per 
annum. 

Sixty  pounds  were  received  for  i  he  collection  of  trade  refuse. 

The  net  cost  of  removal  of  refuse  of  every  description  was 
£7,341  as  compared  with  £6,758  in  1927  ;  £6,585  in  1926  ;  £5,985 
in  1925  ;  £6,138  in  1924  ;  £6,789  in  1923  ;  £7,708  in  1922  ;  £10,212 
in  1921  ;  the  present  year’s  increase  being  mainly  attributable 
to  the  additional  work  which  has  had  to  be  carried  out  in  the 
added  area. 

Refuse  removal  in  1928  involved  a  rate  of  6.54d.  in  the  £  ; 
the  cost  per  1,000  of  the  population  being  £90  8s.  10d.,  per  head  of 
population  Is.  9.9d.,  per  1,000  houses  (excluding  Hallam  House 
and  Wigmore  Schools)  £415  0s.  Id.  and  per  house  per  annum 
8s.  3.6d. 

Disposal  o!  Dry  Refuse. 

As  intimated  in  my  last  report  pressure  on  the  Plant  at  the 
Disposal  Works  at  Black  Lake  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to 
supplement  existing  means  of  dealing  with  the  refuse  collected. 
Since  April  last  we  have  rented  land  from  the  Estates  Committee 
in  Heath  Lane,  and  refuse  has  been  treated  on  the  system  of  con¬ 
trolled  tipping  adopted  at  Bradrord.  This  experiment  has  proved 
to  be  a  great  success,  6,132  tons  of  refuse  having  been  deposited 
without  any  complaint  of  nuisance.  The  refuse  is  covered  at  the 
end  of  each  working  day  and  arranged  in  a  series  of  terraces,  the 
sides  of  which  are  turfed  or  grassed. 

The  remaining  16,452  tons  have  been  dealt  with  at  the  Disposal 
Works,  the  dust  from  the  screening  plant  being  tipped  on  land 
taken  over  from  the  Electricity  Committee. 

The  particulars  of  the  working  costs  of  disposal  are  as  follows  : — 

£ 


Wages 

...  1,558 

Lighting,  Power  and  Water 

...  121 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 

...  284 

Tipping  Dust  (Horse  Hire) 

664 

Rates  and  Taxes  ... 

...  469 

Oil  and  Sundries 

58 

3,154 
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This  is  a  reduction  on  the  figures  for  the  two  preceding  years 
which  were  £3,507  and  £3,864  respectively. 

In  view  of  the  larger  proportion  of  refuse  tipped  the  amount  of 
available  salvage  was  naturally  lower  than  in  the  preceding  year* 


sums  received  being  as  under  : — - 

£ 

Washed  cinders  ... 

93 

Scrap  Metal 

...  315 

Rones 

59 

Bottles  and  Jars  ... 

12 

Glass  Cullett 

11 

Bagging  ...  ...  •  ... 

5 

Miscellaneous  (including  Mangold  Wurzels)  5 

£500 

In  addition  the  sum  of  £34  was  received  for  public  weighings,, 
making  a  total  income  of  £534,  the  net  working  expenditure  being 
£2,620,  this  being  the  lowest  figure  since  the  Disposal  Plant  was  in 
full  operation. 

The  net  working  cost  of  disposal  was  2s.  3.8d.  per  ton. 

The  loan  charges  on  the  former  Destructor  amounted  to. 
£1,101,  bringing  up  the  total  net  cost  of  disposal  to  £3,771,  or  the 
equivalent  of  a  rate  of  3.36d.  in  the  £. 

The  combined  rate  for  removal  and  disposal  of  all  classes  of 
refuse  was  9.9d.  in  the  £. 

On  an  average  the  total  cost  of  removing  and  disposing  of 
refuse  was  roughly  13s.  per  house  or  3d.  per  week,  or  per  head  of 
population  per  annum  2s.  8.9d.  or  about  two-thirds  of  a  penny 
per  week. 

I  am,  Miss  Hazel  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  H.  SPEARS, 

Fdlow  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Association * 
Chid:  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Table  I. 


1928 

House-to-House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2200 

Special  Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Miscellaneous  Inspections,  including  the  Inspection  of 
common  yards  and  houses  concerning  which  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,144 

Re -inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,645 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,689 

Visits  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  391 

Visits  to  Shops  (Butchers’)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,376 

Visits  to  Bakehouses,  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  87 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  179 

Visits  in  connection  with  Mental  Deficiency  Act  ...  25 

Sundry  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  540 

Visits  to  Theatres,  etc,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Visits  to  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Visits  under  Meat  Regulations  “  Notices  to  Kill  ”  ...  426 

Infectious  Disease — Contacts  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 


31,045 


1928 


Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  Served  ...  ...  2,530 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  609 

Number  of  Letters  written  to  Owners  re  Nuisances  ...  201 

Number  of  Letters  written  to  Owners  re  Ashbins  ...  62 

Reports  sent  to  Housing  Manager  re  Nuisances,  etc.  49 

Reports  sent  to  Borough  Surveyor,  re  Dangerous  Build¬ 
ings,  etc.  ***i  ...  . ..  ...  ...  •••  41 

Reports  sent  to  Water  Company,  re  Wastes  of  Water  26 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

Applications  for  Certificates  under  Rent  Act  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Certificates  Granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


PARTICULARS  OF  HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 


85 


*  paiaAvoc; 
}°N  k 

l 

4 

9 

315 

3 

'  lua^sXg 
XATJfJ 

4 

9 

279 

12 

l 

187 

99 

643 

121 

MH  CO  • 

O  In  ij  2 

s|  g.-s  §  a> 

“o- 

CO  CO  00  03 

CO  1-0  o  t-- 

I— 1  r— 1  H 

SAI4.09J9Q 

A{snoiJ9S 

1— 1  lO  00  CO 

lO  1-0  CO  CO 

i“H  r-H 

porepunig 

M.OJ9gr 

88 

86 

28 

10 

10 

36 

14 

2 

i 

umg  9JOj\f 

03  I-H  00  lO 

a  io  oo  co 

§UipMOJ9 

-J9AQ 

r— 1  IO  t'*  r- 

lO  Tfl  Tti  I— 1 

Popu¬ 

lation 

2933 

1 

2082 

4280 

1092 

siomo 

53 

9 

106 

11 

i 

ssn|3 

Stingo^ 

549 

420 

825' 

227 

Bedrooms 

3  or 
more 

229 

181 

722 

143 

<N 

' 

354 

226 

202 

90 

pH 

a  03  i>  io 

03 

Tpeq  o}  5pug 

68 

66 

8 

2 

ai3uis 

O  r—1  H  Oi 

CO  CO 

qSnoiqx 

504 

322 

892 

\ 

227 

t 

Total 

House 
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931 

238 

l 

No.  of  District 

1 .  — W.  W.  Foakes 

2.  — G.  H.  Shaw  ... 

3.  — J.  E.  Austin 

4.  — F.  A.  Oakes 

Totals  ...  2200  1945  111  1441  53  8721275  2021  179  10387  160  266  62  212  377  499  1050  304  331 
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TABLE  III, 


•  Preliminary  Notices  Served  and  Number  of  Houses  in  connection 

therewith. 


Notices 

Houses  in 
connection 

Served. 

with 

Notices. 

To  make  Houses  fit  for  Habitation 

243 

970 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Houses 

635 

1,355 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Out-buildings 

212 

673 

Defective  Paving  and  Surface  Channels  ... 

15 

45 

Defective  Eaves  and  Down  Spouting 

68 

124 

Choked  Drainage  and  W.C.’s 

256 

936 

Insufficient  Ashbin  Accommodation 

612 

1,707 

Defective  W.C.  Connections 

162 

524 

Dirty  State  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 

45 

64 

Overcrowded  Rooms 

9 

9 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

10 

10 

Dirty  Yards  and  Offensive  Accumulations 

133 

179 

Water  in  Cellars 

9 

14 

Insufficient  W ater  Supply 

54 

184 

Filthy  Bakehouses 

Slaughter-house  not  in  accordance  with  the  Regula- 

— - 

— 

tions  •  •  •  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

1 

1 

Dangerous  Wells  and  Cisterns 

13 

43 

Miscellaneous 

40 

51 

Workshops  with  Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation 

13 

13 

Totals 

2,530 

6,902 

TABLE  IV. 


Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  in  District  in  Pursuance  of 
Inspections  made  and  Notices  Served. 


Interiors  of  Houses — 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed  and  Whitewashed  ...  ...  1 ,003 

Houses  in  which  Repairs  to  Plastering,  Brickwork  or 

Woodwork  have  been  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  1,198 

Flooded  Cellars  Drained  or  Filled  in  ...  ...  ...  20 

Houses  without  sufficient  means  of  Ventilation,  Window 

Openings,  or  other  means  provided  ...  ...  173 
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Exteriors  of  Houses — 

Defective  Roofs  made  Watertight  ...  ...  ...  858 

Houses  without  Eaves,  Spouting,  or  with  Choked  or 
Defective  Spouting — New  Spouting  provided  or 
existing  Spouting  Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  ...  617 

Damp  External  Walls,  Brickwork  Repaired  or  Covered 

with  Impervious  Material  ...  ...  ...  ...  387 

Dangerous  Chimneys  Repaired  or  Repointed  ...  ...  210 

Yards  and  Outbuildings — 

Surface  Paving  in  Yards  provided,  Renewed  or  Repaired  42 

Dangerous  Wells  or  Cisterns  filled  in  or  suitable  Covers 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

New  Earthenware  Sinks  provided  in  lieu  of  old  Brick 

Sinks,  or  Old  Sinks  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  276 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Outbuildings  Cleansed  and  Repaired  664 

Dangerous  Boundary  Walls  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  28 


Drainage — 

Surface  Channels  abolished  and  Stoneware  Pipe  Drains 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Drainage  Re-laid  or  Repaired  ...  ...  75 

Number  of  Manhole  Inspection  Chambers  provided  to 

Drainage  Systems  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Additional  Gullies  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Choked  Drainage  Opened  and  Cleansed  ...  ...  216 

Covers  provided  to  Inspection  Chambers  ...  ...  18 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Privies,  Water  Closets,  and  Ashpits — 

Privies  Abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Middens  Abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Dry  Ashpits  Abolished  and  Dustbins  Substituted  ...  45 

Water  Closets  with  Flush  Cisterns  Substituted  for  Privies  0 

Fresh  Water  Closets  Substituted  for  Waste  Water 

Closets  or  other  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  5 

Additional  Ashbins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,364 

Choked  Water  Closets  Opened  and  Cleansed  ...  ...  167 

Defective  W.C.  Connections  made  good  ...  ...  ...  283 

Insufficient  Supply  of  Water  to  W.C.’s,  Flush  Improved  201 

Offensive  Urinal  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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Keeping  of  Animals  and  Offensive  Accumulations— 


Nuisances  from  the  keeping  of  Swine  abated  .  4 

Fowls  or  other  Poultry  kept  in  Dwelling  Houses,  or  so  as 

to  be  a  nuisance — Removed  from  Premises  ...  6 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  . .  20 

Overcrowding — 

Houses  overcrowded — Numbers  reduced  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous- — 

Manure  Pits  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dirty  Approaches  to  Privies  and  Conveniences  Cleansed 

by  Occupiers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Vans  removed  from  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 


Water  Supply — 

Houses  without  a  proper  supply  of  Drinking  Water, 

Water  Laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act — 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Bakehouses  or  Workshops  Cleansed 


or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  Closet  Accommodation  Provided  or  Existing 

Accommodation  Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Floors  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing  Act — 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation — Closed  ...  ...  6 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation — Demolished  ...  ...  14 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  8214 


TABLE  V, 

RESULTS  OF  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 
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TABLE  VI. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — - 

j  I otal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 00 

(b)  As  part  of  a  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  ...  86 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in- 
spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,217 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1010  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,200 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. . .  589 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices — - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  457 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers— 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925:— 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit— 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 

by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  — 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  889 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — ■ 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  .  718 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

0. — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  14  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925  : — • 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  De¬ 

molition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


V 
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TABLE  VII. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


1 —INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

22 

6 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

65 

1 

— 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers  ’  premises) 

35 

T  otcil  • .  •  . . .  ... 

122 

7 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  Pros¬ 
ecutions 
were 

instituted 

(5) 

Particulars. 

0) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

13 

13 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

(insufficient 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation-]  unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

2 

2 

- 

— 

(not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  101) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order.  1921) 

T  oi/3/1  •••  •••  ••• 

20 

20 

— 

— 

There  was  no  “Outwork”  carried  on  in  Unwholesome  Premises  during  the  year. 
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BOROUGH  ANALYST’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 

County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  year  1928,  145 
samples  were  purchased  and  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Spears  or 
his  agents  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

As  heretofore  the  samples  may  be  divided  into  two  divisions, 
according  to  the  method  of  purchase,  viz.,  formal  and  informal 
samples.  The  latter  samples  were  obtained  without  carrying  out 
the  formalities  of  the  Acts,  and  sometimes  this  procedure  is  useful 
in  detecting  adulteration  that  otherwise  would  fail  to  be  recognised. 
About  one-fourth  of  the  foods  and  drugs  were  purchased  informally, 
and  the  percentage  of  adulteration  by  each  method  was  practically 
the  same. 

The  appended  table  contains  a  complete  list  of  the  foods 
and  drugs  submitted  for  analysis,  and  according  to  their  quality 
they  are  divided  into  three  classes,  viz.  : — 

(1)  Genuine  and  of  good  quality. 

(2)  Genuine,  complying  with  the  necessary  low  standards, 

but  of  poor  quality. 


(3)  Adulterated. 
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Total  Number  of 
Samples 

Officially 

purchased  Samples 

Unofficially 
purchased  Samples 

Genuine 

Genuine 

but 

Inferior 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Description  of 
Articles. 

Official 

Unofficial 

Official 

Unofficial 

Official 

Unofficial 

Remarks . 

Milk 

106 

105 

1 

88 

12 

5 

I 

Preservatives  abs. 

Cream 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

99  9? 

Butter 

4 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

99  99 

Margarine 

4 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9  9  9  9 

Bread 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Sponge  Cake... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— - 

— - 

Boron  preservatives 

Self-Raising  FI. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

absent. 

Glauber  Salts 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Epsom  Salts... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glycerine 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage 

3 

— - 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Pearl  Barley... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Seidlitz  Powder 

3 

— 

3 

- — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Borax 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

Camp’ecl  Oil 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Castor  Oil 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Sweet  Spirits 
of  Nitre 

1 

1 

1 

Salmon  and 
Shrimp  Paste 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lard 

1 

- — - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

- — 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

- — 

— 

Carbonate  of 
Magnesia  . . . 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Syrup  of  Figs 

1 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Compound  Liq¬ 
uorice  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

143 

10( 

. 

37 

89 

35 

12 

— 

5 

2 

The  above  list  shows  that  seven  samples— five  official  and 
two  unofficial — compared  with  four  in  the  previous  year  were 
condemned,  the  adulteration  percentage  being  4,9  compared  with 
2.85  for  the  year  1927, 
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The  next  table  gives  a  list  of  the  condemned  foods  and  drugs 
with  particulars  as  to  the  nature  of  the  adulteration  and  what 
action  was  taken  against  the  vendors  : — 


Description  of 
Article 

Nature  and  extent 
of  Adulteration 

Remarks 

Milk  (formal)  3970 

Added  water  5% 

Retailer  supplied  by 
wholesale  vendor  of 
samples  3975  and 
3976 

Milk  (formal)  3975 

Added  water  7% 

Vendor  prosecuted. 

Paid  costs  £3  15s.. 

Milk  (formal)  3976 

Added  water  8% 

Same  vendor  as  3975. 
Paid  costs  4s. 

Milk  (Informal)  4022 

Added  water  25% 

A  further  formal  sample 
was  taken  from  this 
vendor  and  proved 
genuine. 

Milk  (formal)  4073 

Deficient  of  22  %  of  its 
natural  milk  fat 

Vendor  paid  costs 
£1  14s.  6d. 

Milk  (formal)  4080 

Deficient  of  18%  of  its 
natural  milk  fat 

Vendor  fined  £5  and 
£1  15s.  6d.  costs. 

Seidlitz  Powder 
(informal)  4043 

Each  of  the  powders  was 
deficient  in  weight 

Blue  paper  ...  6.8% 

White  paper  ...  14.0% 

Vendor  cautioned. 

Milk,  as  in  previous  years,  again  provided  a  very  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  samples,  and  the  record  for  1928  shows  an  increase 
in  adulterated  and  inferior  samples  on  1927.  Six  were  condemned, 
and  in  four  instances  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  sellers 
with  the  results  given  in  the  table.  As  regards  the  other  two 
cases,  one  was  an  informal  sample,  and  on  further  testing  the 
supply  of  this  vendor  in  a  formal  manner,  a  good  quality  milk 
was  given.  The  seller  of  the  remaining  sample  was  not  prosecuted 
as  he  was  able  to  plead  a  warranty.  The  adulteration  was  traced 
to  the  wholesale  dealer  whose  defence  at  the  hearing  of  the  sum¬ 
mons  against  him  was  that  a  leaky  cooler,  of  which  he  was  unaware, 
was  responsible  for  the  extraneous  water. 


Twelve  milks,  compared  with  two  in  1927,  were  of  poor  quality, 
but  just  complied  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

No  preservatives  were  detected  in  any  of  the  samples  analysed 
during  the  year. 


With  one  exception,  all  the  drugs  analysed  were  genuine, 
being  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharma¬ 
copoeia.  The  condemned  sample  that  failed  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  formulae  was  a  Seidlitz  Powder.  The  ingredients  were 
satisfactory,  but  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  weight  of  both  the 
blue  and  white  paper  contents.  The  vendor  was  cautioned. 

During  the  past  year  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
presence  of  preservatives  in  accordance  with  the  new  regulations 
of  the  Board  of  Health.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  various  foods  tested  were  entirely  free  from  such  additions, 
or  contained  the  preservatives  to  an  extent  less  than  the  permitted 
quantity. 

In  addition  to  the  work  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  three 
waters  were  analysed.  One  of  these  was  reported  to  be  satisfactory 
for  drinking  purposes,  whilst  the  two  other  samples  were  condemned 
as  polluted  supplies. 


I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

HARRY  SILVESTER, 

Public  Analyst, 


